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How long can you leave lemons on the tree
By: Susan Patterson, Master Gardener There is nothing fresher smelling or tasting than a ripe lemon from your very own lemon tree. Lemon trees are a lovely addition to any landscape or sunroom, as they produce fruit and flowers all year long. Harvesting lemons at the right time means checking your tree regularly. Keep reading for information on
when to harvest a lemon as well as how to pick lemons from your tree. How Long Does a Lemon Take to Ripen? Healthy lemon trees produce an abundance of fruit, so be sure that you are taking good care of your tree at all times. From the time a small, green lemon appears on your tree, it will generally take several months to ripen depending on the
variety. When to Harvest a Lemon Lemons are ready to pick as soon as they are yellow or yellow-green in appearance and firm. The fruit will be 2 to 3 inches (5-7.5 cm.) in size. It’s better to wait until they are the right size and not worry so much about the color than to wait for them to be completely yellow. Lemons that are ready to be picked also
have a slightly glossy appearance. Lemon picking is better too early than too late. If lemons are greenish-yellow, they will more than likely ripen off of the tree. If they are squishy, you’ve waited too long. How to Pick Lemons Picking lemons from a tree isn’t difficult as long as you’re careful not to damage the tree. Take the entire fruit in your hand and
twist it gently until it breaks free from the tree. You can also use clean and sharp hand nippers if it is easier. Lemon picking isn’t difficult once you know a little about when to harvest a lemon, making this an easy undertaking for even the most novice of gardeners. By Contributor Updated May 06, 2021 In the right conditions, lemon trees (Citrus
limon) can add edible beauty to your garden. Mature trees feature shiny leaves, fragrant blooms and an abundance of cheerful yellow fruit year-round in some regions of U.S. Department of Agriculture plant hardiness zones 9 through 11. According to the University of Florida IFAS Extension, in favorable weather conditions, it can take from four
months to a year for a blossom to transform into a fully ripened lemon. The age and health of the tree also affect the duration of ripening time. Fruit production varies considerably depending on variety, geographic location and the weather. A yield of three boxes of fruit in a season indicates a healthy, productive tree. Lemon trees produce fruit in a
relatively limited number of coastal regions where summers are cool and winters warm. Citrus limon 'Eureka' produces fruit primarily in spring and summer and 'Lisbon' in summer and autumn, while 'Ponderosa' and 'Meyer' generally produce fruit in the fall and winter. Some blossoms do not produce fruit; fertility can vary widely from season to
season. If a blossom is pollinated, a green miniature lemon appears. Determining ripeness can be difficult by sight alone because some lemons are brightly colored before they are ready to eat, while others are juicy when they are still slightly green. The best way to know when your lemons are ripe is to taste them. Lemons are typically ready to
harvest when they are between 2 3/4 and 4 3/4 inches long and bright yellow, although some varieties are variegated, with light green stripes. Lemons can live on their branches for several months without losing quality, but waiting too long to pick them can result in soft, rotten fruit. Lemons do not continue to ripen once they are detached from the
tree. Lemon trees need at least six hours of sunlight every day to produce fruit. They are highly sensitive to cold; an immature lemon will be killed if it is exposed to a temperature of 29 degrees Fahrenheit. If your mature lemon tree is potted and its fruit is not ripening, move it to a position that gets full sun, says North Carolina Extension Gardener.
Fruit on trees less than 2 years old should not be allowed to ripen because young trees need to put their energy into developing strong root systems. Removing fruit from young trees helps ensure that they are healthy enough to produce plenty of fruit when they are well-established. When a tree is at least 2 years old and producing an abundance of
fruit, you can begin to harvest. You are correct to be looking for other causes, and waterlogged clay is a prime suspect. It may be most intuitive if you think about where citrus are native. Waterlogged is a condition to which your tree’s ancestors likely didn't have to adapt. As for leaving on the fruit, it’s highly unlikely that’s the, or even a, problem.
From a theoretical perspective whether it might matter depends on whether the plant is determinate or indeterminate. The distinction labels whether they make all their seeds, including any associated fruits, all in one big batch per year or whether they keep trying to start new seeds all season long. Citrus are determinate. They flower once a year
(mostly) and their fruit ripens fairly synchronously. Once indeterminate plants, which do not include citrus, successfully mature some seeds, they may quit trying to make new ones either for the year or forever. Removing IMmature fruits can sometimes trick a plant into putting energy into a new round of seeds and fruit. That’s why deadheading
sometimes can extend flowering, but in this case it’s exactly what you don’t want. Deadheading makes a difference only for indeterminate plants, and while the seeds still have not yet fully matured. Neither applies to your ripe lemons. About the only real risk in leaving on fruit, besides perhaps a mess on the ground, is that a few of a plant’s pest
species may overwinter in the fruit and/or seed. Before I worried about that, though, I’d have a specific pest in mind and it would have to have reached troubling levels too. I suggest spending any time you have for the tree working on better drainage before you fussed over picking off fruit you won’t use. 108853d citrus freeze2.jpgIce and icicles cover
the branches of a satsuma tree in Plaquemines Parish in this archive photo from Jan. 200.(Chris Granger)QUESTION: How long can I leave satsumas on the tree after they have ripened without them going bad? -- Louise BernardANSWER: Ripe citrus fruit will store well on the tree for a long time. The fruit will stay good on the tree until late winter. Be
sure all of the fruit has been harvested before the tree blooms in the spring.However, all ripe fruit should be harvested from trees prior to a significant freeze. It takes temperatures in the mid- to low 20s for five to 10 hours to freeze the fruit.Got a gardening question? Email Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu. Q. I have a five year old Meyer lemon tree
that currently has 14 nice large yellow lemons on it. New leaf growth is sprouting and blossoms are budding. My question is should I harvest all of the lemons now or can I leave them on and use them as I need them? Will it affect the next crop of lemons? A. The Meyer lemon has been a popular garden tree since it was first imported from China in
1908. For most of those years, the fruit was available only from home gardens or occasionally from farmers markets because the fruit’s rind was considered too delicate to withstand commercial packing lines. More recently, it has found its way into grocery stores in small “gourmet” packages, expanding its popularity. Since I get questions about
Meyer lemon trees regularly, I’ll cover the subject more fully. The tree itself is quite attractive with glossy evergreen leaves and fragrant white flowers with faint purple shading. It is considered a hybrid between lemon and orange, and the fruit has a unique flavor and aroma. Although Meyer lemon cannot substitute perfectly for a true lemon, many
people prefer its more delicate flavor and aroma, which are often described as somewhat floral. Its flavor or fragrance has become popular in everything from cookies to cleaning products. The main flowering season for Meyer lemon trees is spring, although they also flower intermittently throughout the year, ensuring an almost continuous supply of
fruit year-around. The mature fruit can be harvested as you need it because it stores well on the tree. As long as you don’t leave an exceptionally large quantity of mature fruit on the tree all the time, your tree should continue to do well and fruit-set should not be affected. The fruit is similar in size to a true lemon but more rounded, and the rind is
smoother with more of a yellow-orange color. The flesh is a darker yellow color and is juicier than true lemon. Although it is sweeter than a true lemon, it is still an acid fruit. With its distinctive flavor and aroma, Meyer lemon can provide you with a unique fruit for beverages, baking, and cooking. The tree tolerates colder temperatures and stays much
smaller than a Lisbon or Eureka lemon tree, making it more suitable for most southern California gardens. Because of its smaller size, Meyer lemon can also be grown successfully in a large container. Whether planted in the ground or in a container, it requires no special care. Grow it as you would any other citrus tree. Q. I’m considering adding
asparagus plants to our vegetable garden. I know the plants live for years, but just what is a reasonable life expectancy for an asparagus bed? A. Asparagus is quite long‑lived and, as long as soil fertility is maintained, will remain productive indefinitely. A general purpose fertilizer should be incorporated into the soil in spring and fall, and care should
be taken not to damage the underground parts of the plants. With reasonable care, an asparagus bed can last at least 25 years so choose its location carefully. Ottillia “Toots” Bier has been a UC Cooperative Extension master gardener since 1980. Send comments and questions to features@pe.com. Contact the writer: features@pe.com It’s currently
fall here in Austin, Texas, and I’m keeping a close eye on the temperature as winter approaches. Even though my potted lemon tree is young, I’d like to prevent any frost damage if possible. But what happens during the holidays when I leave town for a couple of weeks? Will my lemon tree die if I leave it outside in the winter cold? To help keep my tree
alive, I did some research. If your winter temperatures drop below 45ºF, you should bring your potted Meyer lemon tree inside. While the tree may not die at this temperature, if it reaches around 30ºF, it can be permanently stunted. The longer the tree stays at this temperature, the higher the likelihood it will die. But what happens if you have to
leave the tree outside? Also, if you bring it inside, can you expect its leaves to drop from the lack of sunlight? I had the same questions. Let’s take a look. What’s the Lowest Temperature a Lemon Tree Can Handle? If you have to leave your potted Meyer lemon outside, or if your indoor temperatures can get pretty cold, how low of a temperature can it
take? A lemon tree can handle temperature down to 45°F, but if temperatures start to get closer to 32°F, you may want to bring it inside. If it’s planted outside, try covering it with sheets or tarps. Mulching and insulating the root-base can help reduce frost damage. Potted Meyer lemon trees are fairly cold-resistant, especially if they’re grafted from a
hardy rootstock, but even they have their limits. There are several ways you can help keep your tree warm during winter, so keep experimenting and see what works best for you and your tree. For more information, check out my other article about what exact temperature to bring your Meyer lemon tree inside. How Do You Take Care of a Potted
Lemon Tree in the Winter? Whether you decide to keep your potted Meyer lemon tree inside or outside this winter, there are a few key necessities it will need to survive. You can keep your potted lemon tree warm in the winter by placing it near a window, or an area of the house that doesn’t get freezing temperatures. Keep an eye on the first 2-3
inches of soil and water it if it gets dry. Hold off on fertilizer until spring, when the tree is back outside and growing. If you decide to place your lemon tree near a window, choose a southern-facing window if you have one. It will get a good amount of sunlight this way. When your potted lemon tree is inside the house, make sure you avoid placing it
near any heating units or vents. These can quickly overheat and dry out the lemon tree. A good temperature to aim for is 55-70ºF. If you believe your house is too hot, try placing it near a window or in the garage (since they’re both less insulated and allow some cold in). Just make sure the garage isn’t too cold. Keep an eye on the top 2-3 inches of soil,
and only water when it gets dry. If it’s still wet after you last watered it from a week ago, you may need to improve the drainage by reconstituting the soil with a more porous material (like peat moss or sand) or drilling more holes in the base. Lastly, you should avoid fertilizing your lemon tree in the winter as it’s not actively growing and doesn’t
require the extra nutrients. If there’s too much fertilizer in the pot, the high-nitrogen content from the synthetic fertilizer could burn the tree’s roots. If you decide to keep your potted Meyer lemon tree outside instead, you can either put it next to a wall that gets a lot of sun or cover the tree with sheets or tarps. Insulating the pot with cardboard or
other insulating materials can also help keep the tree alive and warm. Your goal should be to not let the rootball freeze. For more information about caring for lemon trees, make sure to check out my recent post: Lemon Tree Care: The Complete Guide (Indoor & Outdoor). Do Potted Lemon Trees Lose Their Leaves in Winter? Sometimes, Meyer lemon
trees can develop some issues in winter. Diseases, rotting, or leaf loss can sometimes happen. The good news is that how you care for the tree has a direct impact on how well it survives the winter. So, why do some lemon trees lose their leaves in the winter? Lemon trees don’t lose many leaves in the winter unless they get Winter Leaf Drop (WLD).
WLD occurs when the leaves of the tree get much hotter than the roots. If the roots are too cold and dormant to help cool the leaves down, the leaves will fall off. WLD mainly occurs when lemon trees are indoors. When indoor lemon trees are next to a window that gets a lot of sun, it can usually benefit the plant. Unfortunately, it can also hurt it. If
the sun is strong enough, the leaves can get up to 100ºF, while the roots stay around 50-60ºF. The roots are unable to send moisture up to the leaves to cool them off, so the tree’s natural response is to shed the leaves (even when they’re green). If you believe your indoor lemon tree is getting WLD, consider moving it to a place with less light and
monitoring the temperature of the leaves and roots. Other issues with lemon leaves dropping can be due to low light, nutrient issues, or disease. Over and under-watering can also cause leaf loss and slowly kill the tree. Monitor the top 2-3 inches of soil for dryness and water to keep the soil moist. If you’re overwatering, or the soil is too dense, it can
hold water and cause root rot. The root rot fungus will cause the roots to decay and leaves will begin to yellow and drop. Over time, the tree will die if it’s not repotted and properly recovered. For more information about watering lemons trees, you can refer to my recent post: How Much Water Lemon Trees Need (With Real Examples). When Should
You Put Your Lemon Tree Back Outside? Putting your lemon tree back outside will help it flourish from the increase in sunlight as well as access to pollinators. While Meyer lemons can self-pollinate, it can help to have the extra pollination from pollinators such as bees and hummingbirds. So, when exactly should you move your Meyer lemon tree back
outside? You should put your potted lemon tree back outside as soon as the last spring frost has passed. But first, gradually harden the tree off to the change of temperature over 3 weeks. Start with 1-2 hours a day and increase to full-time. Lemon trees can become stressed if you change the temperature on them suddenly, even if it’s warmer
weather. If you’d had your lemon tree indoors over the winter, gradually reintroduce it to the outside weather. Start with 1-2 hours a day for the first week, 2-3 hours the second week, and 4-5 hours the third week. After this, your tree should be acclimated to the weather and ready for staying outside full-time again. Since it’s springtime, it might be a
good idea to fertilize your tree to help it grow for the next year. Be careful not to over-fertilize it, especially with a synthetic store-bought fertilizer, as the high amount of nitrogen can burn the tree. Instead, use a small amount of fertilizer or consider using 1-2 inches of compost as a safer option. If you’d like more information on fertilizers for your
indoor lemon tree, check out my recommendations for citrus tree fertilizer, or make your own citrus fertilizer from kitchen scraps.
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