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Growing sarracenia from seed
The camellias outside my office building are blooming and dropping what looks like seeds from a bowl-shaped pod. Can I grow the seeds? -SusanThose indeed are seeds, and you can grow them! Camellias grow very slowly and can take years to bloom, so growing from seed is an exercise in patience.Here are some tips on how to grow camellias from
seed:Let Seeds Ripen: Camellia seed pods typically ripen in early fall but can occur whenever camellias are blooming. Wait until the pods open before harvesting the seeds. One way to do this is to tie a bag of loose cloth (like cheesecloth or the end of a pair of pantyhose) lightly around the pod, so it will catch the seeds when they fall. Or you can pick
them up off the ground. Mature camellia seeds should be brown, with a tough shell and an “eye” on one end. For help identifying camellia seed pods and seeds, check out this camellia identification guide from the University of Florida.Plant Immediately: Plant camellia seeds soon after harvesting. They shouldn’t be allowed to dry out, and some
growers like to soak the seeds overnight before planting. If you must store camellia seeds, put them in the fridge in an airtight bag.Planting Seeds: To plant camellia seeds, you’ll need a light seed-starting mix, or a mixture of perlite and peat moss. Wet the planting mix and squeeze out the excess water. Plant your camellia seeds by placing them on
top of the planting mix with the eye facing either down or sideways, and cover lightly with soil. Cover the pots with plastic, and place them in a warm spot with bright indirect light (not full sun). Keep the soil moist but not soggy.Germinating Seeds: (optional) If you prefer, you can germinate camellia seeds in a plastic bag with a handful of soil, then
plant them in pots once they germinate. This allows you to focus only on the seeds that are viable.Be Patient: Camellia seeds can take from one to several months to sprout, and they often sprout roots before leaves, so it takes even longer to see progress aboveground.Cut the Root. Camellias grow a long taproot that can be stunted if grown in pots.
Once the plant has sprouts aboveground, it’s common practice to gently dig up the seedlings and pinch off the tip of this taproot, to encourage the roots to branch out into more of a ball.Allow to Grow: Camellia seedlings can take 5-7 years to bloom, and they likely will not be exactly like the parent plant. You can shave a year or two off the process by
looking around under your camellias for seedlings that have sprouted on their own, and gently transplanting them to pots or into your yard.Further Information Photo: rivardfarmDuring the cold, dark days of January and February, my mind turns to sunny, bright red tomatoes—for this is the time to start them indoors.The growing season in most parts
of the country isn’t long enough for gardeners to start these plants from seed outdoors. But you can start tomatoes indoors fairly easily, and in so doing, provide yourself a welcome reminder that spring will soon be on its way.You can easily buy tomato plants from your local nursery, of course, but there are advantages to putting the time in to grow
from seed yourself:More choice in variety. There are hundreds of varieties of tomatoes. Garden centers, however, can only stock so many starter plants, and for obvious reasons, they’re usually the hardiest varieties. You can order seeds of less common and heirloom varieties by mail.Less chance of disease. When you start seeds yourself, you control
the environment, so there’s less opportunity for disease to spread to your tomatoes from other plants, as can happen in large greenhouses.Cultivation of your favorites. When you find a variety you love that works well in your garden, you can keep a good thing going by saving your seeds from last year’s harvest. You’ll save money, and you’ll know
exactly what you’re getting. Just remove the seeds from a tomato, rinse them, and let them air dry on a paper towel for a few days. Then seal the seeds in an envelope labeled with the variety, storing it in a cool, dark place until it’s time to start the seeds.Photo: inhabitat.comTomato plants germinate and develop fairly quickly, so you should start your
seeds approximately six to eight weeks before you’re ready to transplant outdoors. To start tomato plants indoors, you’ll need:MATERIALS AND TOOLS Available on Amazon – Potting mix – Planting containers – Spritzer bottle – Plastic wrap – Something to label with – Seeds – Light – WaterDIRECTIONS1. Prepare Your Containers. Dampen your
potting soil and fill your containers until they are about one inch from the top.2. Plant Your Seeds. With your pinky finger, poke two or three holes in the soil of each container. Drop a seed in each hole and lightly sprinkle with potting mix to cover. Lightly pat the soil over the seeds and if it’s not moist enough, spritz with water. Label the container or
place a label in the soil, moving the container to the sunniest spot you’ve got.3. Cover Your Seeds. You can create a greenhouse effect by wrapping your containers lightly with plastic wrap. Remove the wrap when your seedlings poke through the soil.4. Care for Your Seedlings. Keep the soil moist and rotate your containers if the plants begin to bend
in one direction or the other. Once your plants have a set of “true leaves”—usually it’s the second set—you can feed once a week with a liquid fertilizer diluted to half-strength.Photo: sophisticatededge.com5. Repot Your Seedlings. When your plants have at least two sets of true leaves and are about three inches tall, you can repot into larger container,
making sure there is only one plant per container.6. Harden. To ready your plants for the outdoors, you need to “harden” them with some wind and cooler temperatures. To accomplish this, put a fan on your plants for an hour a day or set them outside for an hour once temperatures reach above 50 degrees. Alternatively, you can jiggle your plants, or
sweep them with your hand, as you pass by several times a day.7. Transplant. Transplant seedlings outdoors once the danger of frost has passed and nighttime temperatures are consistently 50 degrees or above. If you plant your tomatoes all the way up to their first set of leaves, more roots will grow off that stem under the ground, making the plant
sturdier.There is something so satisfying about watching tomatoes mature after planting them from seed, and somehow they taste even better. One thing is for sure, though: You’ll hate having to buy tomatoes in the grocery store come autumn. But if you save some seeds from your harvest, you’ll have the excitement of starting a new crop again midwinter.For more on gardening, consider:Top Tips: Growing Tomatoes How To: Plant a Vegetable Garden Add Flavor to Your Kitchen with a Winter Herb Garden Getty Images When the gardening season is in full swing, there is nothing we enjoy more than planting a new crop of cherry tomatoes. The easiest of all tomatoes to grow, cherry tomatoes
come in a rainbow of colors and a pleasing variety of shapes. In addition to the round red classics, such as 'Sweet 100' and 'Sweet Cluster Hybrid,' there are bite-size pear and grape kinds, all available in yellow, green, pink, maroon, white, and bicolors.Tomato Growing TipsAll tomatoes are heat-loving perennials usually grown as summer annuals.
Although large beefsteaks can be fussy about climate, the many cultivars of cherry tomatoes are far less so. Seedlings of cherry tomatoes are available from your local nursery or by mail order in spring, or order seeds from specialty seed companies and start your own. For mealtime variety, grow at least three different colors of tomatoes. Look for
cultivars such as 'Sun Gold,' 'Yellow Pear,' 'Black Plum,' 'Black Cherry,' 'Green Grape,' and 'Isis Candy,' an orange-and-red bicolor.Getting StartedTo start tomatoes, sow the seeds 1/4-inch deep in good potting-soil mix six to eight weeks before your last frost. Keep the containers in a warm place at 70 to 80 degrees Fahrenheit until germination occurs,
then move them into full sun near a south-facing window or, better yet, under grow lights. When all danger of frost is past and the plants are about six inches high, harden them off, then transplant them into a full-sun area of the garden. They should be spaced two or three feet apart in a well-drained soil amended with a good amount of organic
matter. What Helps Tomatoes Grow?Set the transplants deep — the soil should come up to the first set of new leaves. Most gardeners like to stake or trellis cherry tomatoes, as the plants sprawl, making it hard to pick the fruit. At transplant time, and again when the fruits are beginning to set, fertilize with fishmeal, chicken manure, or a premixed
low-nitrogen, high-phosphorus organic fertilizer formulated for tomatoes. A form of calcium is often needed to prevent blossom-end rot. Tomatoes grow best when planted in soil with a pH between 6 and 7; add lime every few years if you garden in an acid-soil area.How Do I Get My Tomato Plants to Produce Fruits?Keep your tomato plants evenly
watered; deep but fairly infrequent waterings are best. Mulch with a two-inch layer of compost after the soil has warmed thoroughly. A few pests afflict cherry tomatoes, including cutworms when young transplants are set out, and whiteflies later in the season; nematodes are a problem primarily in warm, sandy soils. A number of diseases are fairly
common to tomatoes, in particular fusarium and verticillium wilt, but simple controls help keep them in check, including planting resistant cultivars, rotating the crops, and good garden hygiene. Harvest cherry tomatoes as they ripen. Color and a slight "give" to the fruit are the best guides to ripeness.Cooking HintsAs with any tomatoes, store cherry
tomatoes at room temperature, or in the refrigerator when fully ripe.Try a cherry-tomato tart made with colorful new cultivars arranged in geometric patterns across the top of the crisp-crusted pie. For a delightful hors d'oeuvre, combine chopped cherry tomatoes with fresh tarragon and slivers of Parmesan cheese; spoon atop thick rectangles of
country bread and drizzle with extra-virgin olive oil.Roast cherry tomatoes to add rustic dimension and greater depth of flavor to a dish. Use them as the base for a sauce, or to toss with your favorite pasta.For a pretty golden salsa, combine 'Sun Gold' cherry tomatoes with minced green jalapeño peppers and cilantro leaves. This content is created and
maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content at piano.io
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