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Image: shutterstock Did you ace all of your English courses? Do you consider yourself a proud member of the grammar police? If you think you can hang with the upper echelons of the English language, take this quiz to find out how much you really know about the English language.Many people who
learn English as a second language have indicated that English is one of the more difficult languages to learn for several reasons. One of these reasons is that, in English, we place adverbs and adjectives, the words that describe and modify verbs and nouns, respectively, in front of the words they modify.
In other languages, modifiers come after the words they modify. For instance, in English, we would say "the blue ball," whereas, in many other languages, they would say "the ball blue." Weird right? Well, it's weird to us, but non-native English speakers often stumble on what English speakers consider to
be a simple rule. So, next time you're having a conversation with someone who is learning English as a second language, and they say something like "I bought a sweater red yesterday," remember, according to the rest of the world, we're the oddballs.We challenge you to ace this English test for nonnative speakers. TRIVIA Can You Pass This English Exam for Non-Native Speakers? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA Can You Name the Tenses in This English Verbs Quiz? 7 Minute Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA Can You Pass This Advanced ESL English Grammar Quiz? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min TRIVIA Can You
Guess What These Common Items Are Called in English? 7 Minute Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA Can You Guess the Roots of These Common English Words? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA Is This English Grammar Rule Germanic or Latin? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA How Well Do You Know English Grammar? 6
Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA Can You Identify the Correct Spelling of These Spanish Vocabulary Words? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA Can You Pass This AP English Test Prep Quiz? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA How Good Are You at Spelling, Really? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min How much do you know about
dinosaurs? What is an octane rating? And how do you use a proper noun? Lucky for you, HowStuffWorks Play is here to help. Our award-winning website offers reliable, easy-to-understand explanations about how the world works. From fun quizzes that bring joy to your day, to compelling photography
and fascinating lists, HowStuffWorks Play offers something for everyone. Sometimes we explain how stuff works, other times, we ask you, but we’re always exploring in the name of fun! Because learning is fun, so stick with us! Playing quizzes is free! We send trivia questions and personality tests every
week to your inbox. By clicking "Sign Up" you are agreeing to our privacy policy and confirming that you are 13 years old or over. Copyright © 2021 InfoSpace Holdings, LLC, a System1 Company Keep up with the latest daily buzz with the BuzzFeed Daily newsletter! skaman306Getty Images There's
nothing better than a cleaning hack which promises fast results, but new research has found that age-old Victorian cleaning tips can actually beat modern methods.According to English Heritage, some unusual methods used by Victorians are more effective and eco-friendly than the ones we use today. In
fact, the team use beeswax to clean waxed timber floors at some of their sites, while turpentine spirit is often used to clean soft chamois leather. Other unique cleaning approaches include using a pony-haired brush to dust furniture and, interestingly, cleaning wallpaper using white bread. Amber XavierRowe, who is head of collections conservation at English Heritage, has been using some of the Victorian methods at the charity's historic buildings. 'Using white bread to clean wallpaper is a great example,' she told ITV News. JGI/Jamie GrillGetty Images 'We tend to use a synthetic bread to avoid
attracting pests but the idea is the same and normal bread works just as well. Though they were often on the right track, housekeepers of the past's more unusual cleaning methods might leave you scratching your head.'While these methods may prove to be effective, the charity warned that some
historical cleaning tips should be ignored, such as trying to remove mould from paintings by leaving them out in direct sunlight or using salt and lemon on historic copper pans. Another unusual hack to stay clear of is using a potato to clean an oil painting.Like this article? Sign up to our newsletter to get
more articles like this delivered straight to your inbox.SIGN UPLove what you’re reading? Enjoy House Beautiful magazine delivered straight to your door every month with Free UK delivery. Buy direct from the publisher for the lowest price and never miss an issue!SUBSCRIBE This content is created and
maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content at piano.io Image: Liquor.com / Tim Nusog Bulldog gin is an assertive London dry gin with a robust juniper profile that stands up
well in cocktails. It’s that assertiveness that makes it play well in this autumnal-themed cocktail, where it's married with lemon, maple syrup and fresh pear. The Modern English comes from Michael Waterhouse, a longtime New York City bartender and bar consultant. The drink has a unique approach to its
construction—a gin sour like a Gimlet flavored with pear is by no means unheard of, but generally that means fresh squeezed lemon juice, simple syrup and some kind of pear liqueur or pear syrup. Instead, Waterhouse uses lemon wedges, maple syrup and a pear slice, all muddled together with the
Bulldog gin. Thanks to global markets and imported goods, you can make this drink at anytime of the year. However, it’s going to be best in late summer into early fall, when local pears are at their peak season. The fun thing about using fresh pear rather than a liqueur or even a syrup is that you can play
with your favorites to see which go best in the drink. Try mixing it up, using something like an Anjou, Bartlett or Bosc and seeing what best suits your fancy. Likewise, feel free to swap out the Bulldog Gin for something that works better for you, or whatever gin you have on hand. Something lighter and
more floral like Hendrick’s or something more subtle like Plymouth will make for a drastically different final product than Bulldog. While a cinnamon stick is called for a garnish, it won’t affect the flavor of the drink too much unless you leave it in the glass for an extended time. Feel free to omit it if desired.
1/4 fresh pear, peeled, seeded and cubed 2 lemon wedges 1/2 ounces maple syrup 2 1/2 ounces Bulldog gin Garnish: cinnamon stick (optional) In a shaker, muddle all ingredients except the gin. Add the gin and fill with ice, and shake until well-chilled. Double-strain into a coupe glass. Garnish with a
cinnamon stick. Rate This Recipe I don't like this at all. It's not the worst. Sure, this will do. I'm a fan—would recommend. Amazing! I love it! Thanks for your rating! Each learner has different objectives and, therefore, different approaches to learning English. But some tips and tools are likely to help most
English learners. Let's begin with the three most important rules: The most important rule to remember is that learning English is a process. It takes time, and it takes lots of patience! If you are patient, you will improve your English. The most important thing to do is to create a plan and follow that plan.
Start with your English learning goals, and then make a specific plan to succeed. Patience is key to improving your English, so go slowly and focus on your goals. You'll speak English well soon if you keep to the plan. It's absolutely necessary that learning English becomes a habit. In other words, you
should work on your English every day. It's not necessary to study grammar every day. However, you should listen, watch, read or speak English every day - even if it's for a short period of time. It's much better to learn 20 minutes a day than to study for two hours twice a week. Have patience: Remember
that learning a language is a gradual process—it does not happen overnight. Define your learning objectives early: What do you want to learn and why? Make learning a habit: Try to learn something every day. It is much better to study (or read, or listen to English news, etc.) 10 minutes each day than to
study for 2 hours once a week. Choose your materials well: You will need reading, grammar, writing, speaking and listening materials. Vary your learning routine: It is best to do different things each day to help keep the various relationships between each area active. In other words, don't just study
grammar. Find friends: Finding friends to study and speak with in invaluable and learning English together can be very encouraging. Keep it interesting: Choose listening and reading materials that relate to what you are interested in. Being interested in the subject will make learning more enjoyable - thus
more effective. Relate grammar to practical usage: Grammar by itself does not help you USE the language. You should practice what you are learning by employing it actively. Use reading to help with other English skills: Reading can be used to help with vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and much
more. Flex your mouth muscles: Understanding something doesn't mean the muscles of your mouth can produce the sounds. Practice speaking what you are learning aloud. It may seem strange, but it is very effective. Exercises like tongue twisters can help improve your flexibility. Communicate:
Grammar exercises are great, but having your friend on the other side of the world understand your email is fantastic! Use the Internet: The Internet is the most exciting, unlimited English resource that anyone could imagine and it is right at your fingertips. In morphology and verbal play, an isogram is a
word with no repeating letters (such as ambidextrously) or, more broadly, a word in which the letters occur an equal number of times. It is also known as a non-pattern word. The term isogram (derived from two Greek words meaning "equal" and "letter") was coined by Dmitri Borgmann in Language on
Vacation: An Olio of Orthographical Oddities (Scribner, 1965). "In a first-order isogram, each letter appears just once: dialogue is an example. In a second-order isogram, each letter appears twice: deed is an example. Longer examples are hard to find: they include Vivienne, Caucasus, intestines, and
(important for a phonetician to know this) bilabial. In a third-order isogram, each letter appears three times. These are very rare, unusual words such as deeded ('conveyed by deed'), sestettes (a variant spelling of sextets), and geggee ('victim of a hoax'). I don't know of any fourth-order isograms... "The
really interesting question is: which is the longest isogrammatic place-name in English? "As far as I know — and that's an important qualification — it is a small village in Worcestershire, west of Evesham: Bricklehampton. Its 14 letters, with no spaces, make it the longest such name in the language."
(David Crystal, By Hook or by Crook: A Journey in Search of English. Overlook, 2008) "The longest nonpattern word ever devised utilizes 23 of the 26 letters of our alphabet: PUBVEXINGFJORD-SCHMALTZY, signifying 'as if in the manner of the extreme sentimentalism generated in some individuals by
the sight of a majestic fjord, which sentimentalism is annoying to the clientele of an English inn.' This word is also an example of going to the uttermost limit in the way of verbal creativeness." (Dmitri Borgmann, Language on Vacation: An Olio of Orthographical Oddities. Scribner, 1965)
"UNCOPYRIGHTABLE [is] the longest isogram in Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, the source used in Scrabble for long words. Borgmann, who searched the dictionary manually in his quest to manipulate the language, coined UNCOPYRIGHTABLE by placing the prefix UN- before
the dictionary-sanctioned COPYRIGHTABLE." (Stefan Fatsis, Word Freak: Heartbreak, Triumph, Genius, and Obsession in the World of Competitive Scrabble Players. Houghton-Mifflin, 2001) In English grammar, morphology, and semiotics, a sememe is a unit of meaning conveyed by a morpheme (i.e.,
a word or word element). As shown below, not all linguists interpret the concept of sememe in just the same way. The term sememe was coined by Swedish linguist Adolf Noreen in Vårt Språk (Our Language), his unfinished grammar of the Swedish language (1904-1924). John McKay notes that Noreen
described a sememe as "'a definite idea-content expressed in some linguistic form,' e.g., triangle and three-sided straight-lined figure are the same sememe" (Guide to Germanic Reference Grammars, 1984). The term was introduced into American linguistics in 1926 by Leonard Bloomfield. "As a rough
approximation, one may think of a sememe as an element of meaning."[W]e can say that a lexeme may be connected to more than one sememe; the lexeme table is an example. This relationship is often referred to by the term polysemy, which means 'multiple meaning.'" (Sydney Lamb, "Lexicology and
Semantics." Language and Reality: Selected Writings of Sydney Lamb, ed. by Jonathan J. Webster. Continuum, 2004) "[T]he basic or minimal unit of meaning, not further subdividable, is the seme, and . . . two or more semes existing together in a more complex unit of meaning comprise a sememe."
(Louise Schleiner, Cultural Semiotics, Spenser, and the Captive Woman. Associated University Presses, 1995) "A sememe is the totality of semes that are actualized by a term within a given context. In [William] Blake's poetry the following sememe could be attached to the term 'city': industrial, black,
crowded, poverty, pain, evil, filth, noise." (Bronwen Martin and Felizitas Ringham, Key Terms in Semiotics. Continuum, 2006) "According to [Leonard] Bloomfield (1933: 161 f.), a morpheme was composed of phonemes and had a meaning, the sememe. The sememe was a constant and definite unit of
meaning which differed from all other meanings, including all other sememes. Thus, in Bloomfield's view, the identification of a morpheme was based on the identification of a sequence of phonemes which could be assigned a meaning that was constant and different from all other meanings." (Gisa Rauh,
Syntactic Categories: Their Identification and Description in Linguistic Theories. Oxford University Press, 2010) "In customary stratificationalist parlance . . ., one refers to the sememe as the realizate of a lexeme, or that piece of fragment of a network of man's cognitive knowledge that the given lexeme
happens to realize. For technical and working purposes such a definition of the sememe is quite satisfactory and one need take no further issue with it. The evolution of the concept is fairly straight as well: in [Leonard] Bloomfield's Language (1933) the term sememe refers to the meaning of a morpheme.
Bloomfield offered no clear distinction between morpheme and lexeme, however, and this lack of clarification . . . meant foregoing the benefit of a powerful generalization. . . ."The reason for this neglect of a most useful principle in linguistics arises from the fact that it is difficult to explain to linguists of
other persuasions, to students, etc., just what it is that the stratificationalist means by the term sememe." (Adam Makkai, "How Does a Sememe Mean?" Essays in Honor of Charles F. Hockett, ed. by Frederick Browning Agard. Brill, 1983) "What laity calls a 'simple word' is probably a monomorphemic
lexeme identifiable rather obviously with a major part of speech, as one is taught in traditional pedagogic grammars. What laity calls 'the meaning of a simple word' is the semantically always-complex sememe that stands behind or 'sponsors' a given lexeme. If such a lexeme is a common one—e.g., the
meaning of father, mother, milk or sun, native speakers are not consciously aware of the definitional meaning of such a form, but they can, nevertheless, immediately 'translate' such a form into another language they know, say German, and come up with Vater, Mutter, Milch or Sonne. If the word needed
to express a fairly clear notion does not come to mind or is actually unknown, laity says, 'how shall I put it' (the person has the notion but cannot find the word for it)." (Adam Makkai, "Luminous Loci in Lex-Eco-Memory: Toward a Pragmo-Ecological Resolution of the Metaphysical Debate Concerning the
Reality or Fictitiousness of Words." Functional Approaches to Language, Culture and Cognition, ed. by David G. Lockwood. John Benjamins, 2000) "[T]he introduction of the concept lexical unit (although within the restricted technical language of linguistics) is itself an illustration of the concept-forming
power of the word. Many linguists . . . make a clear distinction between the seme (or semantic feature) and the sememe, defined as a complex or configuration of semes, which corresponds to a single sense of a lexeme. Sometimes the complete meaning of a lexeme is called a semanteme. However, up
to [D. Alan] Cruse (1986) a precise term was missing in lexicology and lexical semantics for the combination of a specific form with a single sense, i.e. a full linguistic sign in Saussure's sense. . . . Obviously, the introduction of the notion lexical unit has serious consequences for the distinction between
homonymy and polysemy. It must be recognized, however, that paradigmatic as well as syntagmatic relations between words are a matter of lexical units, not lexemes." (Leonhard Lipka, English Lexicology: Lexical Structure, Word Semantics and Word-Formation. Gunter Narr Verlag, 2002)
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