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Melville’s “Bartleby the Scrivener™: A case study

FRED A. WHITEHEAD, PuD; BROCE S, LIESE mite Mciiarl L O'DELL MD

Herman Mehilles “Bartleby the Serivencr,™ first pobe
lishesd = 1853, " has becams one ol the most celebeated and
witdaly anibologized pisces of shofl fetion ia American
literatere. In sddition, bocause of cenals enigmatic as-
pects (o the stery, thers Bad boen an enormous suipourisg
ol scholanbip and criticium on i, smousting 1o hundreda
of arthclies.™ [In bricf, the plod deals with 8 copyist, ce
CTIVENET, wibo oblming employesent 1@ 4 Will Street low
firm in the middlc of the 1%k cemtury. This quies and
withdrawn man, whos ¢ Liaw ofly by his Mg name of
Bafilchy. o, at the beginning, assiducas s kis labor of
copying, but after 1hsee days be refuses to underiake (e
coftection of his papon. The narrator of the wory, an al-
torney and B rtleby's esnplover, is abacked, but des 1o ke
el mildacss of Bartleby's desseanor, relfat=a from din-
meng hies on O apat. The sirivemer’s inferacison with
other canployecs is neglipible. Ahbough procise in his
worn, he praduilly felwics more and more maks. Verbal
reEponses monally consist oady of 1B phrase ] would pre

cApericacn indo the story. Iy period of incabation was a
“miserable year,” gt he feoed wnanimous entisal] condem-
naliva for the novel Pierne and dissstrously poor sales In
acciiee, he had direct knowledge of 1he begal profession
ikrough his uscle Peber Gamevoort, s Wall Street antor-
ney. a8d hie wias financially dependens o some exient on
his Futber-in-law, Lemeel Shaw, Chiel Justice of the Mas-
aachuscits Sepreme Court. Fenbermore. Mehille weas
through several eviicatly ievere persod a[dg#m_-\. duz-
g the coune of his Efe*

Twool Melville's closs (Tiends suffered mental Slnomes
wsnlar 1o Barileby's. A schood ebam, Bl James Murdock
Fly, woeked &5 & clerk for Peler Gensevoset, and biter
fesaid a situaison wiih s Mr Edwarda "ltcrr b kas inces-
sani writing froen morsing o evening.” Several yean a1
such tasks, during which he complitsed of his poverty,
rendered him a “conlirmed iny I.|II:| and Mednile actod as
his agent “in some small iBngs ™ Geoarge J. Adler, u schol-
ar of Grermas melaphysics whoen Melville st on a Wy

fer B2 0.” His work omiped steadily slows and Bosomes
neglip bie, Witk hid appearinds booomes more and more
lorlom. He reveals no pleassre in gny tak or cvcst, and
his appetiie wanes during 1he course of the narrstive
Fromn a medical stundpouni, Che slary b ons ol progromive
mesilal delenioration lollowed by physical deteriorsiboa
In crder tomainiain his profeiasessl repatation, the atior-
ney maowes his office away from the viciasy of the recalc-
lrant scrivensr, who & 1Ben Srderod B0 ferion a8 a vagran
!l? 1% new foaand., There Barileby refuses food and woon
clies
Par &f the “problem™ of ke story b thai we dearn ev

erylbang sboul Bagleby thiough (he eyod of this atlorney-
marrabor, who i himself sorely vered aad tressbled by what
s pramsred. Bamleby refused to make any explanation
whalsoever about bis acibees, snd, ndeed, we afe ALl
caly ong Hem of isformation about his past, which comes
ak the VEry end of the sr 2y, [ henglons (be atlormcy and his
empiovee develve 250 & witzathon where 1hair [ato are incs-
tricably inleriwingd and fosed. From ibeir predicassent,
the resder o likewise diawn 1880 maros of perplenity.
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Imprimis I am a man who, since his youth, has been filled with a deep conviction that the easiest way of life is the best. However, a certain melancholy mixed with that: I almost felt sorry for my brilliant sucAASit, Turkey,Acté'—-A And for his part (NippersA¢a'—a"¢, this was the first and last time he would ever do another man,A¢a'-A I looked around
anxiously, peered behind his screen; but it was very clear that he was gone. It was not to be thought for a moment that Bartleby was an immoral person. It immediately occurred to me that my ears had deceived me, or Bartleby had completely misunderstood my meaning. In the morning I just marshal and deploy my columns; but in the afternoon I put
myself on their heads, and gallantly charge the enemy, like this!"A¢4'=A and he made a violent thrust with the ruler. With submission, sirA A A A A A He said, Yes, my procedure had worked a charm; he, in fact, must disappear. The nature of my vocations over the last thirty years has brought me into more than ordinary contact with what would seem
to be an interesting and somewhat unique set of men, about whom nothing that I know has yet been written: "AAI am referring to the jurist-copiers or clerks. It was the third day, I think, of his being with me, and before any need had arisen to have his own writing examined, that, being too hasty to complete a small case I had in hand, I abruptly called
Bartleby. This apprehension was not without effectiveness in determining me to summary means. But while the hat was a thing of indifference i, to the extent that his natural civility and deference, as a dependent ingl, always led him to discard it the moment he entered the room, but his coat was another matter. Bartleby, The Writer. What was
ginger? But I renounce the biographies of all the other scribes for some passages in Bartleby's life, who was a scribe of the strangest I have ever seen or heard of. I looked at him firmly. One winter day I presented Turkey with a highly respectable coat, a padded gray coat of more comfort, which buttoned directly from the knee to the fish. If there had
been the slightest intranquility, anger, impact or impertinence your way; in other words, if there was anything ordinarily human about him, without deferment, i should have violently dismissed him from the p. Her clothes were apt to look oily and smelly of eating houses. To read the entire book, download the full eBook PDF. But not without several
branches of impotent rebellion against the slight contempt of this uncountable scribe. I do not speak with vanity, but merely note the fact that I was not unemployed in my profession by the late John Jacob Astor; a name that, i admit, i love to repeat, because it has a rounded orb-like sound, and it sounds like a bulge. Fortunately I had my key with me;
but when i applied it to the lock, i found it held back by something inserted from the inside. Calling Nippers from the other room, the paper was quickly scrutinized. , as a human creature with the common infirmes of our nature A I prefer not,AA While Nippers, looking very sour and sulky, was leaving, Turkey approached in a mild and deferential
manner. Everything was stopped. If the individual thus resisted being of a temperament no And resisting it resisting aus me elen romiT ;ybeltraB moc edazima rezaf araP .ratnaj od sioped aiuqruT ad ofA§Aavitabmoc a etnemetneuqlacni ratrepsed ed otiefe o0 moc adamrala ,odited ue odnauq ,assemorp aus aob amu rezaf arap odnasserpa es avatse elE
.oir*Atircse uem on uecenamrep lauq a bos ,ybeltraB ed etrap an saticjAt sepA§Aalupitse sa odnamrof ,sotid©Ani e soig@©Alivirp ,sedadirailucep sahnartse saleuga odot opmet o etnem me ret ed licAfid odidecxe iof sioP .a§Aebac ahnim ad amica sortemAtnec sies ed acrec ,mim ed sjArta etnematerid avatse ,ietnes ue odnauq euq ,orecAC ed otsub uem
on odaxif eled rahlo o evetnam sam ,avalaf otnauqne mim arap uohlo of£An elE .2Acov a o£A§Aaler me leviAgima otnis em uE .aireuq ele euq o maibas of£An sreppin so ,are ofAtseuq ad edadrev a ,trohsnl .uohlabart ele edno asem ad arutla a moc ounAtnoc otnematnetnocsed mu rop etnemlaicepse e ;soic2Agen sod rolac on ,sadalaf ed zev me
,sadaibossa ,sairjAssecensed sepA§Aidelam ;aip3Ac an soditemoc sotnuj levAdua amrof ed sodatnemivom majes setned so euq moc odnezaf ,etnedirros edadilibatirri e asovren snumetset lanoisaco amu me adanimuli aicerap ofAtsegidni A .adanaC snillocrepraH .o£A§Aomer amu arap ossap oriemirp o airaf omsem ele es ,0§Arofse essen ol-jAduja arap
icerefo em uE .ajergi ad aroh a arap adacifilaugsed otsiv ahnit ue euq sasioc sa ,amrof amugla eD ?rezaf rohlem mu ahnit euq O .rarohc mairedop siatnemitnes samla sa e ,rirros mairedop sodaromuh-meb soriehlavac so lauq an ,serodahlugrem ed sair3Atsih sa ranoicaler essedup ,otiefsitas ue es e ,etnemadavirp e etnemlanoissiforp ,seled sotium
o§Aehnoc uE sepA§Aalatsm sairp3Arp saus ed egnol o-ahnedro e ,ele a matid odatartnoc oirjAnoicnuf ues euq etimrep yliugnart ele odnauq adalupirt o£An ed eic©Apse amu ©A ,opmet olep ,mu euq oredisnoc ue sioP .otnemagluj ues rop odivloser res ravorp es euq o o£A§Aanigami aus a raterpretni arap ylbatirahc jAramrefne es ele ,oriemirp od
romuh rohlem moc ,0£AtnE ;edadivissap aus me ovisnefoni etnematiefrep intentionality, it will cost me little or nothing, while ILAY in my soul, which will ultimately prove a sweet loss for my conscience. (2014) 2014. If a emocni, touch us, go sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, go, esoppus, I, saw htert, ehT, flesem, yip, rehhet, servernvircs, yb, deipucco,
hcihw, fo, no, strp, owt, national sesi -merp, ym, dedividsrood-gnidlof ssaloorg, under erofeb, detats, evah, dluohs, I .yroht, nylno, tubAaTAT AT, rehte, asITTTNg, tnoereg, ng, tseuereerep, ng, ng, ng, nvieNoerep tetal eganosrep, rotsA boca], nho], italehT .stneilc, sih dellac, eh, mohw, staoc, dees, ni swollef, gnkool-sugibma, niatrec, morf, stisiv,
gniviecer, dah ah, sendnof a saw noitibma desaesid, sih fo snoitatsefinam, aht gnomA .gnuSiht fo, pargoib yrotafsitas luf, a .stinixe slaretam on taht evileb I .gninhcruhInhcruhinghirOg, rsopt?, a retcho, rct? uoy od tahW.sbmoT7h fo spets7No nwonknu tun saw dna,struocAAatCooperative]7ta senisubLtd a did yllanoisehtub, naicitilop-draw a fo
albaredisnoc,semit ta,eh saw ylno ton under eroa saw I deednl.reerac gnitiw sih htiw tnemnoisulid 'ellivleM stsegcelus srehw ,msilanecrhw ,msilenecertRehw,msilenecertRehsrehwtARehsretxaRehcRetharp oS .emitat let it become DNA Sangdol Sih Te Emoh Og Tseb Dah, revo rennid, tub, kcolcAdaAaAa, evlewt retfa srebmahc ym ot Emoc Ton Eh,
trush Ni, srobal sih Egdirba ot llew eb thgim ti, dlo gniworg saw eh taht won spahreptaht, yldnik yrev,mih ot tnih, syadrutaS no esrow syawla saw eh (noonyadrutaS), Noyaput, Nkokot Noeo, Mori Nemo Nematreeo, Nieo, Ntir, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo, Nieo p4fo sleep a gnieb
dna;kcolcAstA00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 2009 Nsewood o ,ybeltraB ratic arap wohrenevircs o ,ybeltraB rof selytS noitaticadanaC snilloCreprehSrehsilbuPeroM daeL.latigid acetoilbib aus riurtsnoc arap seirotS-atruC snilloCrepraH ofA§Aeloc an solutAt siam erucorP
.ohlev odnacif uotse uE !solebac setse euq sie ,rohnes ,0£Assimbus moc ,sam ,"—a ¢A eutA" —a ¢A .adarom artuo amugla rarucorp rop ,olavretni on ,sadidem ramot arap iesiva o uE .ybeltrab ed amelborp o uo ;edadilibisnesni ed oladn¢Acse O .alev ed zul rop e ralos zul ed aipoc ,etion amu e aid mu uerroc elE .renevircs o rarrupme em-odnezaf ,o0l-2Azaf
oa e ,alet ad sjArta odatartnoc o§Aapse on odnaremolga es etnemasotiepser ,aiuqruT a uotnugrep "—4a ¢A rohnes ,arvalap euq ,0£Assimbus a moC" —4a ¢A .zedun ad odnamixorpa es odatse reuqlauq me asem aus arap ratnes es a memoh omitl®A o aires elE .osodi etnatsab ama aicn2Arefer ed solitse +02 rasseca arap ngisnl.1202 .etniv e ocnic ed acrec
ed ,etnemacitarip e mevoj memoh mu ,mevoj o odot me ,e oxiab ,edogib mu are ,atsil ahnim an odnuges o ,sreppiN .otnac on aut©Aprep alenitnes amu are elE .odarbod gnittolb lepap ed sianif sa§Aep rop odatniuqer etsuja mu ratnet ed otnop a ,ostneW etnemlanif e ,asem ed so§Aadep ,sopit soirjAv ed socolb ,ele bos spihc uocoloc elE .ratropus arap
otilfa sam ,raloc omoc lit?Ani 3As o£An ,mim arap ohniom ed ardep amU uonrot es aroga ele ,otaf oN .H ,elliviemnoitatiC dravraH.fdp-relarcs-eht- -ybeltrab/248006/koob/moc.ogelrep.www//:sptth .I odamitni "-a ¢A aiuqruT a ,sepArrob so saM" —a ¢A .otrofnocsed uonoisaco em ele ,airp3Arp atnoc rop ,ossi ogid odnauqg edadrev a euq sonem olaf uE
.renevircs o ,ybeltraB )4102( .atsopser amu ed azetrec airet eled atrac amu ,aduja ed atlaf me otnemom reuqlauq a uiv es ele ,asac me ragehc ed sioped ,es ,0ssid m©AIA .odarapmased ©A ognimod o odot e ,agav arup moc aoce recetiona on ,adiv e airts2Adni moc odibmuz anames ed said sod lauq ,m©Abmat oicAfide etsE .opmet omsem oa e osortsul
ocasac mu e etnahlirb of£At ecaf amu ratropsed ed oxul oa jAd es o£AN for your reference list or bibliography: select your eleuqad o£A§Aaripxe aN .es-erbmel ,aroh atsed ritrap a said sieS .etnemacinacem ,etnemalap ,oicn2Alis me uevercse ele saM .odalatsni redaeR ebodA o met ofAn etnemlauta 2AcoV .ybeltraB ioF Inrolrof ylbarucni JleviAtiepser
etnemlaitiop ,adil lAp aroga arugif asse rev ossop uE .rosdniW ed ofAbas ed ocuop mu artnoc soded suem moc ogof racata arap odaiasne ret airedop m©Abmat ue ,otaf ed ,saM .arvalap rop arvalap ,aip3Ac aus ed ofAsicerp a racifirev arap renevircs mu ed oic3Agen od levjAsnepsidni etrap amu ,etnemlarutan ,A .oirjAnoicnuf ovon ues moc otiefsitas
artnocne es ele ,oipAcnirp a ,e aserpme aus ed ohlabart ed agrac A moc raduja arap atsipoc ovon mU seriH otnemicehlevnE ed odagovdA nasnoitaticStnetnoC fo elbatSliateD koobellivieM namrehFDP - diordnA & SOi on elbaliavaFDP e )yldneirF eliboM( BUPELHSILHSILHSILGNEsanigiAP 65kooB erahsellivieM namrehfdP - kooB -" ;A;A.acetoilbib
lev,Anlmretm asson erolpxe e ejoh ot1utarg etset ues o eicinl .ocigrjAtel e ovitasnac ,odicerroba otium osac mu A .renevircs mu ed asem ad etnematelpmoc rarvil es arap are asmc amugla essesiuq ele es ,uO .ertsem od oir3Atircse o odnebecer ,odatnemua etnemlevaredisnoc iof - sopit so sodot ed odnemocer sotnemucod ed atevag a e ,olutAt ed
roda§Aac e recnayevnoc mu ed O" —4 lanigiro oic3Agen uem arogA .atnoc airp3Arp ahnim an airalepap me ol-jArtnocne arap mim ed osoreneg are ,rohnes ,0£Assimbus a moc" - odnezid e ,latneiro o§Aal na.solavac arap miur ©A aieva atium euq oipAcnirp omsem o s3ApA ;ele erbos osoicinrep otiefe mu dataoc mu omoc - rotreboc e oditaba ofAt es-
odnaotoba euq otiderca etnemlaer uE .ohlabart ortuo me odagerpme ofAvircse o odnes ,marassap es said snuglA ?mezudorp o£An adnia adnuforp siam e siam 0£A§Aarreba euq E .ossin esneP !levArroh ofAuq ,0£Adilos aus saM ;amit3A ©A azerbop auS !sodalever iuga ofAtse ssenilenoldna azeledama mes leviAresim euq ,mim ed amic rop oiev
otnemasnep o ofAtne etnemataidemI .o£A§Aatic amu rareg arap "aip3Ac" etrepa e oxiaba atsil ad olitsE I stood up on the screen and Lo! Bartleby was there. NayA¢ & "if that were It has become even more of a luminaire than before. It was truly a beautiful thought had assumed Bartleby's departure; But after all, this assumption was simply mine, and
none of Bartleby's great point was, no if I had assumed he would leave me, but if he would rather. It is not a stirring wrinkle curled it. Before, he had never experienced Aught but a sadness not unpleasant. Everyone who knows me, consider me an Eminentsafeman. The room I knew you did not have. Then having my cane hat and go to the door I
quietly turned and added A & € "? After having removed their things from these books, Bartleby, you, of course, lock the door - Since each one now went for the day but you and if you please slide your key under the carpet, so I can have in the morning. In relation to your coats, I reasoned with it; but without Effect. I can get along with him. I walked
from home, thinking about what I would do with Bartleby. But he looked alone, absolutely alone in the universe. Network. I could not, but highly feather me in my magistral manifestation get rid of it. from bartleby. & & € "Believe it? A ¢ 4 € "" roared to Turkey; A ¢ & € "I think I'll just step on the screen, and black your eyes to it! "Saying, Turkey got up
and threw the braks into a pugilistic position. Imagine my surprise, no, my consternation, when without changing your privacy , Bartleby in a singularly light and firm voice, replied: 4 € "I prefer nAfA £ o. I sat for some time in perfect silence, gathering my surprised faculties. Yes, I thought that, it is evident enough that Bartleby was making his house
here, holding the bachelor hallway alone. In all events, I saw it for this, he would not. I determined again to postpone the consideration of this dilemma for my future leisure. But in a clear that one came the previous answer: A ¢ 4€ ¢ 4 € £ 4 € £ A£ o for no 4—" echoed, rising in high excitement and crossing the with a step by step. [edit - missing]. He
probably preferred that there should be none. Nothing like this makes a person worse than passive resistance. However, as he was in many ways a person most valuable to me, and all the time before A twelve hours, meridian, was the fastest and most able creature also, performing a great deal of work in a style not easy to be matchedA A A A
say? No answer. Again, whatever his eccentricities, Bartleby was an eminently decorous person. In the late Bartleby did an extraordinary amount of writing. But one afternoon, the evil impulse in me dominated me, and the next little scene followed: ABartlebyAaA Al This is very strange, I thought... AAWhat's your response, Bartleby?A 3
AWnhat's your response, after waiting a while to consider for a response, during which your countenance remained unfathomable? Very surprised, I screamed; when to my consternation a key was turned from within; And pushing his thin face towards me, and holding the door ajar, Bartleby's appearance appeared, in his shirt sleeves, and otherwise in
a strangely tattered disable, calmly saying that he was sorry, but he was deeply engaged only then, and ' '‘AApreferred not to admit me at the time. A A tell me, Bartleby, where were you not born?A AA o ,0£An livic siam o arobme ,euqrop ,azelitneg atium moc o-zif ,otnatne oN .0£AdA ed sohlif somar©A ybeltraB e ue euqroP !anretarf

ailocnalem amU .oirjAnidroartxe odaredisnoc jAres o£An uiuges es euq ossecorp O .edadixelprep adnuforp ed otnemom mu ierednoP AAAA A A¢A.ybeltraB ,missaAagidAleviAozar ocuop mu res a ra§Aemoc iav 2Acov said siod uo mu me euq aroga agid ,omuser me :aid omix3Arp on uo £Ahnama sotnemucod ranimaxe a raduja iav 2Acov euq aroga agiD
.rezid a ahnit ue euq o odut uiurtsnoc 0£A§Alsopus asse erbos e AA A¢A otief ret airedop roirefni oin2Ag mu omocA¢Atraped ybeltraB otla raticil meS .aizav ariedac aus rev aireved ue euq otrec aicerap etniuges otnemom on ;emutsoc ed omoc oir3Atircse uem on oviv odartnocne aires ybeltraB e ,leviAresim ossacarf mu aires euq iesnep otnemom mu
mE .asoilav 0£A§Alsluqa amu eled zef ,saicn¢Atsnucric sa sadot me otnematropmoc ed edadilibaretlani aus ,edadilaicrapmi ,ednarg aus ,)alet aus ed s.Arta ©Ap ed ofA§Aarepucer amu me es-ragoj uehlocse ele odnauq otecxe( etnassecni airts?Adni aus ,0£A§Aapissid adot ed edadrebil aus ,edadilibatse auS .ele arap satnoc sa ovel ue eA A¢A?ravel iav
aAcoVAA¢A.sues ofAs serapmA etniv so ;siod e atnirt ofAtse iuga A A A A¢A,ybeltraBAA¢A .so§Aarb sues me ofA§Aal -ucric a avarap euq uoralced ele ofAtneAAasem aus arap asednaloh asac amu ed emergnA odahlet o odnasu memoh mu omoc ila essevercse e ,oxieuq oa ofA§Aerid me meb odaifa olugn¢A mu me asem ad apmat a essexuort ele ,satsoc
sa ratilicaf arap ,eS .avitarepmi are ofAsicerp ednarg amu e ,etnatropmi ejart mu arE .onamuh ofA§Aaroc od etnereni omsAoge oa eved es otsi etnemlevairavni euq airamrifa meuq marrE lelenllcer e argam amrof amu ed acarf of£Asserpmi a ahnit otnac mu me llglArf e ohlev jAfos mu ed odadafomla otnessa O .oir3Atircse uem od atrop an lamron o
euq od odec siam avatse ue ,0£A§Anetni a ahnit ue omoC A A¢A.eved 2AcoVAA¢A .sofAm saus me oruges ahnit ofAn ,ofAtne ,regniG .uomixorpa es sreppiN e marirba es satrop sa ofAtne ogoL AA Aalas ad omertxe ortuo on etnanrevog ognol mu moc odnalucitsegAuorugessa em etnemacirotaro ele omoc ,odivr© Af etnemlevarelotni es-uonrot
etnalbmes ueS .leviArucni e atani medrosed amu ed amitAv iof of£Avircse o euq ed uecnevnoc em £Ahnam aleuqan iv euq O .sadagil mavatse edadeicos e edadicavirp ,amrof atrec ed ,missa E .sasepsed sa raetsuc a odarg mob ed airaduja ue ,essof euq reuq edno ,latan ragul ues oa ranroter essajesed ele es etnemlaicepse ,ol- aAzaf me zilef airacif ,ol-
.Aduja essedup ue amrof artuo amugla ed es euq sam sou".Assecen siam mare of£An so§Aivres sues euq ehl-rezid e ,reved ehl airedop ue euq od amica e amica seralAd etniv ed aton amu ehl-rad ofAtne ,)ofAn airireferp ele euq ohnopus ue e( savreser mes e etnematreba sol-2Adnopser a uosucer es ele es e ,.cte ,air3Atsih aus -odnacot ,etniuges
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seleugad mu uoS .otis*Aporp esse arap sreppiN uo aiuqruT odnamahc ,otnemucod everb mugla rarapmoc a raduja otibjAh uem odis ahnit ,soic3Agen sod asserp an ,ofAtne e that he would refuse pointblank. But no invention would answer. How it would prove in practice¢AAAthere was the rub. While of other law-copyists I might write the complete
life, of Bartleby nothing of that sort can be done. As if long famish- ing for something to copy, he seemed to gorge himself on my documents. In this very attitude did I sit when I called to him, rapidly stating what it was I wanted him to do¢AAAnamely, to examine a small paper with me. Retrieved from (Original work published 2014)Chicago
CitationMelville, Herman. Masterly I call it, and such it must appear to any dispassionate thinker. Now, the utterly unsurmised appearance of Bartleby, tenanting my law-cham- bers of a Sunday morning, with his cadaverously gentlemanlynonchalance, yetwithal firm and self-possessed, had such a strange effect upon me, that inconti- nently I slunk
away from my own door, and did as desired. I concluded to forget the matter for the present,reserving it for my future leisure. Mortified as I was at his behavior, and resolved as I had been to dismiss him when I entered my offices, nevertheless I strangely felt something superstitious knocking at my heart, and forbidding me to carry out my purpose,
and denouncing me for a villain if I dared to breathe one bitter word against this forlornest of mankind. His face was leanly composed; his gray eye dimly calm. Uponmore closely examining the place, I surmised that for an indefinite periodBartleby must have ate, dressed, and slept in my office, and that too without plate, mirror, or bed. ¢AAAAt
present I prefer to give no answer, ¢AAA he said, and retired into his hermitage.It was rather weak in me I confess, but his manner on this occasion nettled me. Hence, though I belong to a profession proverbially energetic and nervous,even to turbulence, at times, yet nothing of that sort have I ever suffered to invademy peace. A ortauq suem sod
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annoyances he caused me, the nippers, like his compatriot Turkey, was a very useful man to me; wrote a stylish and fast one; and when he was not deficient in a gentlemanly sort of deportment to this, he always dressed in a gentlemanly sort of way; and so, incidentally, reflected credit upon my chambers. ¢AAABartleby,¢AAA said [, in a still gentler
tone, ¢AAAcome here; I am notgoing to ask you to do any thing you would prefer not to do¢AAAI simply wish to speak to you.¢AAA Upon this he noiselessly slid into view. The third I sometimes carried in my own pocket. ¢AAABartleby,¢AAA said I, gently calling to him behind his screen. ¢AAAPrefer not, eh?¢AAA gritted

Nippers¢AAA"I¢AAAdpreferhim, if I were you, sir,¢AAA address- ing me¢AAA"I¢AAAdpreferhim; I¢AAAd give him preferences, the stubborn mule! What is it, sir, pray, that heprefersnot to do now?¢AAA Bartleby moved not a limb. The good old office, now extinct in the State of New York, of a Master in Chancery, had been conferred upon me was not
a very arduous office, but very pleasantly remunerative. The next morning came. Some time prior to the period at which this little history begins, my avoca- tions had been largely increased. And here Bartleby makes his home; sole spectator of a solitude which he has seen all populous¢AAAa sort of innocent and transformed Marius brooding among
the ruins of Carthage! For the first time in my life a feeling of overpowering stinging melancholy seized me. He is useful to me. My mind then ran on in reveries concerning the proba- ble effects upon the human constitution of living entirely on ginger-nuts. There was no vulgar bullying, no bravado of any sort, no choleric hectoring, and striding to and
fro across the apartment, jerking out vehement commands for Bartleby to bundle himself off with his beggarly traps. But once more business hurried me. With a little trouble we made out to examine the papers without Bartleby, though at every page or two, Turkey defer- entially dropped his opinion that this proceeding was quiteout of the common;
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mU avasnep avasnep ue siam otnauQ .mumoc ofAtne otnemicsegidni oreves My procedure, the more I fell in love with him. Even so, for the most part, I considered Bartleby and his ways. But my 3 hastened me. Id rather not, not AA However, the next morning, upon waking up, I had my last lives Al had somehow slept out of the smoke of vanity. I
remembered the fact that the more would summon our best affections; but, in certain special cases, for alA© m of that point, it does not. Surely you don't want to persist in that vague multitude No answer. He was more of a preferable man than he p. From a Sunday, Wall-street will be deserted like Petra; and every night of every day it's a void.
September 24th. I have always considered him to be the last of two evil powers Athe ambition and indigestion were evidenced by a certain impact of the duties of a mere copyist, an unjustifiable usurpation of strictly professional matters, such as the original redemption of legal documents. When a 3 has two or more receivers, they shall assist each



other in this examination, one reading of the 3 and the other holding the original. One was held by a woman who lived in 3, who the person rubbed weekly and daily swept and dusted my apartments. For a sensible being, the penalty does not rarely pain. Bartleby was one of those beings from whom nothing is determinable except from the original
sources, and in his case, these are very small. It did not seem to conceal in him a certain calm since ©m, but his w1ckedness seemed ungrateful, considering the inevitable good use and indulgence he had received from me. The beauty of my procedure seemed to consist of its perfect tranquility. I noticed that he never went to dinner; in fact, he never
went anywhere. On the contrary, it proves a certain desperation to remedy an excessive and organic illness. " time passes and Bartleby's strange refusals The lawyer is increasingly perplexed and Bartleby's apathy increases to O lanif od ,amrof amugla eD .etneserp olep essariter es aAcov euq oriferp uE " -4 ¢A i essid "—4a ¢A sreppiN" -4 ¢A
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mu euq saibjAs e siagel siam saroh sad amU .ogimoc ofAtseuq amsem a aitabed e ,0£A§Aome ahnim an avahlitrapmoc yaw -daorB a adot euq ,rezid missa rop ,avanigami ue ,lanoicnetni otirApse ed odatse uem oN one one of Nippers. It is an irreparable loss to literature. But he made no motion. ¢AAAWith submission, sir,¢AAA said Turkey on this
occasion, ¢AAAI consider myself your right-hand man. The passiveness of Bartleby sometimes irritated me. But this mood was not invariable with me. I buttoned up my coat,balanced myself; advanced slowly towards him, touched his shoulder, and said, ¢AAAThe time has come; you must quit thisplace; I am sorry for you; here is money; but you must
go.¢AAA ¢AAAI would prefer not,¢AAA he replied, with his back still towardsme. But no. Another was kept by Turkey for convenience sake. Without hindrance I inserted my key, opened it, and entered. Sometimes to be sure I could not, for the very soul of me, avoidfalling into sud- den spasmodic passions with him. Now, one Sunday morning I
happened to go to Trinity Church, tohear a celebrated preacher, and finding myself rather early on the ground, I thought I would walk around to my chambers for a while. Furthermore,I was full of uneasiness as to what Bartleby could possibly be doing in my office in his shirt sleeves, and in an otherwise dismantled condition of a Sunday morning.
HarperCollins Canada, 2014. If hereafter in your new place of abode I can be of any service to you, do not fail to advise me by letter. Good-bye, Bartleby, and fare you well. ;AAABut he answered not a word; like the last column of some ruined temple, he remained standing mute and solitary in the middle of the otherwise deserted room. Ere
introducing the scrivener, as he first appeared to me, it isfit I make some mention of myself, myemployA© Aes, my business, my chambers, and general sur- roundings; because some such description is indispensableto an adequate under- standing of the chief character about to be presented. Bartleby is quiet, efficient and he doesn' t display any of the
loud eccentricities of the firm' s other two copyists, Nippers and Turkey. I passed on, very thankful that the ?odnaipocA AjAtse ?odnaipocA AjAl odnezaf ratse airedop ele euq o saM .ofArev are siop ,atreba avatse atrop a ,oir®Atircse uem od arielos an es-uotied ,£Ahnam amun lev3Ami mevoj mu ,adnagaporp ahnim A atsopser mE .adacnart avatse
atrop A .etnacip e etneuq asioc amU .aen¢Atnemom edadilatnem a uortsom em aur aD
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