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British	computer	manufacturer	This	article	concerns	the	(now	deceased)	microcomputer	manufacturer	8-bit	and	32-bit	RISC	OS	personal	computer.	For	the	deceased	company	that	purchased	the	brand	in	the	first	2000's,	see	Acorn	Computers	(2006).	Acorn	Computers	Ltd.IndustryComputer	Hardware	FoundedDecember	160;	1978?	Founder	Hermann
Hauser	Chris	Curry	in	December	1609,	2015;	Five	years	ago,	194;	160?	(2015-12-09)FateBd	by	MSDW	Investment	Holdings	LimitadHeadquarters	Cambridge,	England,	United	KingdomKey	Chris	Curry	Steve	Furber	Hermann	Hauser	Andy	Hopper	Sophie	Wilson	Nick	Toop	Products	Acorn	System	1	Micro	Computer	System	Atom	BBC	Micro	Electron
Master	Series	Archimedes	range	Risc	PC	range	Acorn	Network	Computer	Phoebe	Acorn	Computers	Ltd	was	a	British	computer	company	based	in	Cambridge,	England,	in	the	1978's.	The	company	has	produced	a	number	of	particularly	popular	computers	in	the	United	Kingdom,	including	Acorn	Electron	and	Acorn	Archimedes.	Acorn's	BBC	Micro
computer	dominated	the	British	computer	market	during	the	1980s.[1]	Although	the	company	was	divided	into	several	independent	operations	in	the	1998,	its	legacy	includes	the	development	of	personal	computers	with	reduced	education	sets	(RISC).	One	of	its	operating	systems,	RISC	OS,	continues	to	be	developed	by	RISC	OS	Open.	Some	of
Acorn's	former	subsidiaries	lived	on:	ARM	Holdings	technology	dominates	the	market	for	mobile	microprocessors	and	personal	digital	assistant	(PDA)	in	the	microprocessor	market.[2]	Acorn	is	sometimes	called	"the	British	apple"[3][4]	and	has	been	compared	to	the	Fairchild	Semiconductor	to	be	a	catalyst	for	start-ups.[5][6]	In	2010,	the	company
was	registered	by	David	Meyer	in	ZDNet	as	number	nine	in	a	feature	of	the	top	ten	"giant	dead	IT"[7]	Many	British	IT	professionals	have	acquired	their	first	experiences	on	Acorns,	which	were	often	more	technically	advanced	than	American	commercially	successful	hardware.[8]	History	of	the	first	history	of	the	25th	July	1961,	Clive	Sinclair	founded
Sinclair	Radionics	to	develop	and	sell	electronic	devices	such	as	computers.[necessary	quote]	The	failure	of	the	Black	Watch	wristwatch	and	the	transition	of	the	computer	market	from	LED	to	LCD	led	to	financial	problems,	and	Sinclair	approached	the	government	body	the	National	Enterprise	Board	(NEB)	for	help.[necessary	quote]	After	losing
control	of	the	company	at	NEB,	Sinclair	encouraged	Chris	Curry	to	leave	Radionics	and	obtain	Science	of	Cambridge	(Socrates	is	an	initial	name	of	Sinclair	Research)	in	operation.	In	June	1978,	SoC	launched	a	microcomputer	kit,	the	Mk	14,	which	Curry	wanted	to	further	develop,	but	Sinclair	could	not	be	persuaded	so	Curry	resigned.[9]	During	the
development	of	the	Mk	14,	Hermann	Hauser,	a	friend	of	Curry's,	had	visited	the	offices	of	SoC	and	had	become	to	the	product.	CPU	Ltd.	(1978)Hermann	Hauser	and	Chris	Curry	at	Cambridge	Curry	and	Hauser	decided	to	pursue	their	common	interest	in	microcomputers	and,	in	December	1978,	established	Cambridge	Processor	Processor.	Ltd.	(CPU)
as	a	vehicle	to	do	this.[10]	CPU	soon	got	a	consultancy	contract	to	develop	a	microprocessor-based	controller	for	a	fruit	machine	for	Ace	Coin	Equipment	(ACE)	in	Wales.	The	ACE	project	was	launched	in	the	office	space	obtained	at	the	4th	Market	Hill	in	Cambridge.	Initially,	the	ACE	controller	was	based	on	a	SC/MP	National	Semiconductor	SC/MP
microprocessor,	but	the	switch	to	MOS	Technology	6502	was	soon	made.	Micro-computer	systems	This	section	called	"Micro-computer	systems"	needs	further	citations	for	verification.	Help	improve	this	article	by	adding	quotes	to	reliable	sources.	Non-contaminated	material	can	be	challenged	and	removed.	Find	sources:194;	"Acorn	Computers"194;
160?	News19?	News19?	194;	194;	183;	newsgrees194;	194;	19483;	bag	libraries;	664?	16064?	160664;	64?	664?	6664?	school;	160?	16064?	64?	664?	64?	64?	text;	text;	study	text;	text;	text;	text;	text;	688884?	text;	text;	text;	text;	text;	text;	The	CPU	had	financed	the	development	of	a	microcomputer	system	based	on	SC/MP	using	the	proceeds	of	its
design	and	construction	consulting.	This	system	was	launched	in	January	1979	as	the	first	product	of	Acorn	Computer	Ltd.,	a	trade	name	used	by	CPU	to	keep	the	risks	of	the	two	different	lines	of	activity	separate.	The	microcomputer	kit	was	called	Acorn	System	75.	Acorn	was	chosen	because	©	The	microcomputer	system	had	to	be	expandable	and
growth-oriented.	He	also	had	the	attraction	of	appearing	before	"Apple	Computer"	in	a	phone	directory.[11]	March	1979	price	list	Around	this	time,	CPU	and	Andy	Hopper	established	Orbis	Ltd.	to	market	the	Cambridge	Ring	Hopper	networking	system	had	worked	for	his	PhD,	But	it	was	soon	decided	to	take	him	to	CPU	as	director	because	©	could
promote	CPU	interests	at	Cambridge	University	Computer	Laboratory.	CPU	acquired	Orbis,	and	Hopper	Orbis	shares	were	traded	for	CPU	Ltd	shares.	CPU's	role	gradually	changed	as	its	Acorn	brand	grew,	and	soon	CPU	was	simply	holding	and	Acorn	was	responsible	for	development	work.	At	some	point,	Curry	had	a	disagreement	with	Sinclair	and
formally	left	Cambridge	science,	but	did	not	join	Acorn's	other	employees	at	Market	Hill	until	a	little	later.	Acorn	system	1,	upper	edge;	This	was	shipped	on	9	April	1979.	The	Acorn	Microcomputer,	later	renamed	Acorn	System	1,	was	designed	by	Sophie	Wilson	(then	Roger	Wilson).	It	was	a	semi-professional	system	intended	for	engineering	and
laboratory	users,	but	its	price	was	quite	low,	about	194;	(equivalent	to	163;	350	in	2019),[12]	to	appeal	also	to	the	most	serious	fans.	It	was	a	very	small	machine	built	on	two	cards,	one	LED	display,	keypad	and	cassette	interface	(the	circuit	to	the	left	of	the	keypad)	and	the	other	with	the	rest	of	the	computer	(including	the	CPU).	Almost	all	CPU
signals	were	accessible	via	a	Eurocard	connector.	System	2	made	it	easier	to	expand	the	system	by	inserting	the	CPU	card	from	System	1	into	a	19-cm	(480ä	̄’mm)	Eurocard	rack	which	allowed	for	a	number	of	optional	additions.[13]	System	2	typically	shipped	with	keyboard	keyboard	external	keyboard,	a	text	display	interface	and	a	cassette	operating
system	with	a	built-in	BASIC	interpreter.	System	3	moved	by	adding	floppy	disk	support,[14]	and	System	4	by	including	a	larger	case	with	a	second	disk.[15]	System	5	was	largely	similar	to	System	4,	but	included	a	newer	version	2-160;	[16]	Article	Atom:	Acorn	Atom	This	section	called	“Atom”	requires	additional	citations	for	verification.	Help
improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Uncontaminated	material	can	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:1948;”160;”	Acorn	Computers”194;	1948;	160;	226;	126;	128;	147;	Ö	160;	19,	to	160;	19;	19;	1919;	19;	1919;	19;	183;”	Acorn	Computerrearead	Computerrearead	Computers”191	948;	1948;	1948;	1948;	19;	1948;	48;	19;
166;	1948;	166;	19,	19;	19;	19,	19,	19,	19;	1848;	1848,,,,,,,,,,,,,,	the	work	books	of	the	years,The	Sinclair	ZX80	began	at	Science	of	Cambridge	in	May	1979.	Learning	about	this	probably	prompted	Curry	to	design	the	Atom	project	to	hit	the	consumer	market.	Curry	and	another	designer,	Nick	Toop,	were	working	from	Curry’s	house	in	the	Fens	on	the
development	of	this	machine.	It	was	then	that	Acorn	Computers	Ltd.	was	incorporated	and	Curry	moved	full-time	to	Acorn.	It	was	Curry	who	wanted	to	hit	the	consumer	market.	Other	factions	within	Acorn,	including	engineers,	were	happy	to	be	out	of	that	market,	considering	that	a	home	computer	is	a	rather	frivolous	product	for	a	company
operating	in	the	lab	equipment	market.	To	keep	costs	down	and	not	give	dubious	reasons	to	oppose	the	Atom,	Curry	asked	industrial	designer	Allen	Boothroyd	to	design	a	case	that	could	also	work	as	an	external	keyboard	for	microcomputer	systems.	The	System	3	interiors	have	been	positioned	inside	the	keyboard,	creating	a	set	quite	typical	for	a
low-cost	home	computer	of	the	early	1980s:	the	relatively	successful	Atom	Acorn.	The	Atom	was	incorporated	into	a	“full	dedicated	spreadsheet	system”	known	as	the	Prophet	II	by	a	company	called	Busicomputers,	with	this	product	consisting	of	a	modified	Atom,	Ferguson	12-inch	black	and	white	television,	and	a	Pearl	microcassette	recorder	housed
in	a	“solid	case	of	metal.”	Powered	by	a	single	power	supply,	the	system	was	effectively	a	turnkey	solution,	emphasizing	the	integrated	spreadsheet	as	its	primary	function.	Although	it	is	worth	considering	as	a	“economic	method	to	get	a	solid	and	reasonably	well-presented	spreadsheet	system”,	which	was	valued	at	the	price	of	795	plus	VAT,	the	use
of	cassette	storage	to	reduce	the	costs	of	the	system	was	considered	as	a	determining	effect	for	its	usability,	with	the	slow	rate	of	transfer	of	data	which	thirty	minutes	or	more	to	save	sheet	data	and	limit	the	actual	storage	capacity	of	microcassettes,	while	more	expensive	disk-based	systems	would	be	able	to	transfer	similar	data	volumes	in	a	matter
of	seconds	and	store	dozens	of	spreadsheets	on	each	disk.[17]	To	facilitate	the	development	of	the	software,	a	local	network	owner	has	been	installed	in	Market	Hill.	It	is	decided	to	include	this,	Econet,	in	the	and	its	launch	in	a	computer	show	in	March	1980,	eight	atoms	on	the	net	were	demonstrated	with	functions	that	allowed	file	sharing,	screens
to	be	watched	remotely	and	keyboards	to	be	downloaded	remotely.	bbc	micro	and	electron	main	articles:	bbc	micro	and	acorn	electron	the	bbc	micro	released	by	acorn	in	1981	after	the	atom	had	been	placed	on	the	market,	acorn	thought	to	build	modern	16-bit	processors	to	replace	the	atom.	after	many	discussions,	hauser	suggested	a	compromise~
a	machine	based	on	6502	with	much	greater	expansion	capacity:	Proton.	Acorn's	technical	staff	didn't	want	to	do	the	atom	and	now	they	saw	proton	as	their	opportunity	to	"do	it	well".	[citation	required]	one	of	the	developments	proposed	for	the	proton	was	the	pipe,	a	proprietary	interface	that	allowed	to	add	a	second	processor.	This	compromise
would	allow	a	6502	machine	accessible	to	the	mass	market	that	could	be	expanded	with	more	sophisticated	and	expensive	processors.	the	pipe	allowed	the	breeding	of	the	treatment	to	the	second	transformer	that	left	6502	to	perform	input/output	of	data	(I/O).	the	tube	would	have	been	later	instrumental	in	the	development	of	the	Acorn	arm
processor.[18]	in	the	early	1980s,	the	bbc	higher	education	department	conceived	the	idea	of	a	computer	literacy	program,	mostly	as	a	follow-up	to	a	documentary	itv,	the	mighty	micro,	in	which	Dr.	christopher	evans	of	the	british	national	physics	laboratory	predicted	the	future	microcomputer	revolution.[19]	Following	these	questions,	the
department	of	industry	(doi)	was	interested	in	the	program,	as	well	as	bbc	enterprises,	which	saw	the	opportunity	to	sell	a	car	to	go	with	the	series.	bbc	engineering	has	been	responsible	for	processing	a	specific	objective	for	a	computer	that	will	accompany	the	series.	In	the	end,	under	some	pressure	from	the	doi	to	choose	a	British	system,	the	bbc
chose	newbrain	from	the	newbury	laboratories.	This	selection	revealed	the	extent	of	the	pressure	exerted	on	the	computerized	literacy	project	of	the	apparently	independent	bbc,226;	and	the	newbury	was	owned	by	the	national	enterprise	board,	a	government	agency	operating	in	close	collaboration	with	the	doi.	the	choice	was	also	a	little	ironic	to
since	the	newbrain	began	life	as	a	sinclair	radionics	project,	and	it	was	the	preference	of	sinclair	to	develop	it	over	science	of	cambridge	mk14	which	led	to	curry	leave	soc	to	find	cpus	with	Hauser.[citation	needed]	the	neb	moved	the	newbrain	for	newburynica	after	sinclair	left	radionics	and	was	directed	to	somicroprocessor	didactics.	In	the	1981	to
1986,	the	DoI	has	allocated	funds	to	help	local	UK	authorities	provide	their	schools	with	a	range	of	computers,	the	BBC	Micro	is	one	of	the	most	popular.	Popular.	They	were	offered	50%	of	the	cost	of	computers,	providing	they	chose	one	of	three	models:	BBC	Micro,	ZX	Spectrum	or	380Z	research	machines.[20]	At	the	same	time,	DES	continued	to
fund	more	materials	for	computers,	such	as	software	and	applied	computing	projects,	as	well	as	teacher	training.	The	Electron,	Acorn’s	sub-Â£200	at	the	ZX	Spectrum	Although	the	NewBrain	was	under	strong	development	by	Newbury,	it	soon	became	clear	that	they	would	not	be	able	to	produce	it	–	especially	not	in	time	for	the	literacy	program	or
the	BBC’s	specifications.	The	BBC	programmes,	originally	scheduled	for	the	autumn	of	1981,	were	moved	to	the	spring	of	1982.	After	Curry	and	Sinclair	discovered	the	BBC’s	plans,	the	BBC	allowed	other	producers	to	submit	their	proposals.	Hauser	quickly	edited	in	Steve	Furber	(who	was	working	for	Acorn	on	a	voluntary	basis	from	the	ACE	Fruit
Machine	Project)	and	Sophie	Wilson	to	help	complete	a	revised	version	of	the	Proton	that	met	the	BBC’s	specifications.	BBC	visited	Acorn	and	was	given	a	demonstration	of	the	Proton.	Shortly	thereafter,	the	computer	literacy	program	contract	was	awarded	to	Acorn,	and	the	Proton	was	launched	in	December	1981	as	BBC	Micro.	In	April	1984,	Acorn
won	the	Queen’s	Award	for	Technology	for	BBC	Micro.	The	award	paid	special	tribute	to	BBC	Micro’s	advanced	design,	and	praised	Acorn	“for	developing	a	microcomputer	system	with	many	innovative	features.”	Main	creators	of	the	BBC	micro	in	2008,	about	26	years	after	its	release	In	April	1982,	Sinclair	launched	the	ZX	Spectrum.	Electron
designed	Curry	as	Acorn’s	sub-Â£200	competitor.	In	many	ways,	a	cutting-edge	BBC	Micro	used	an	uncompressed	Acorn	logic	array	(ULA)	to	reproduce	most	of	the	functionality.	But	problems	in	producing	the	ULA	led	to	a	short	supply,	and	the	Electron,	although	launched	in	August	1983,	was	not	on	the	market	in	sufficient	quantities	to	capitalize	on
the	ULA’s	Christmas	sales	period	of	1983.	Acorn	decided	to	avoid	this	problem	in	1984	and	negotiated	new	production	contracts.	Acorn	became	better	known	for	its	BBC	Micro	model	than	for	its	other	products.	[21]	In	2008,	the	Computer	Conservation	Society	organised	an	event	at	the	Science	Museum	in	London	to	mark	the	legacy	of	the	BBC	Micro.
Many	of	the	main	creators	of	the	BBC	Micro	were	present,	and	Sophie	Wilson	told	the	BBC	how	Hermann	Hauser	tricked	her	and	Steve	Furber	into	agreeing	to	create	the	physical	prototype	in	less	than	five	days.	[22]	In	2008	a	number	of	former	officials	organized	a	meeting	event	to	celebrate	the	30th	anniversary	of	the	formation	of	the	company.[23]
[25][26]	1983-1985:	Acorn	Computer	Group	The	BBC	Micro	sold	well,	so	that	Acorn’s	profits	increased	from	Â£3,000	in	1979	to	Â£	in	July	1983.	In	September	1983,	CPU	shares	were	liquidated	and	Acorn	was	floated	on	the	market	of	non-quoted	currencies	such	as	Acorn	Computer	Group	plc,	with	Acorn	Computers	Ltd.	as	a	division	of	the
microcomputer.	With	a	minimum	bid	price	The	group	was	born	with	a	market	capitalization	of	about	194;	163;	135	million.[27]	CPU	founders	Hermann	Hauser	and	Chris	Curry	in	the	new	company	were	worth	163m;64m	and	Â	m,	respectively.[28]	Ten	percent	of	the	stock	assets	were	placed	on	the	market,	with	the	money	collected	by	the	"mainly"
float	directed	at	the	establishment	of	U.S.	and	German	subsidiaries,	although	some	were	directed	to	research	and	product	development.[29]	At	the	end	of	1984,	Acorn	Computer	Group	was	organized	in	several	subsidiary	companies.	Acorn	Computers	Limited	was	responsible	for	managing	the	microcomputer,	research	and	development,	sales	and
marketing	industry	in	the	United	Kingdom,	while	Acorn	Computer	Corporation	and	Acorn	Computers	International	Limited	were	responsible	for	sales	in	the	USA	and	other	international	markets	respectively.	Acorn	Computers	(Far	East)	Limited	focused	on	component	procurement	and	production	with	some	distribution	responsibilities	on	local
markets.	Acornsoft	Limited	was	responsible	for	developing,	producing	and	marketing	software	for	the	Acorn	computer	range.	Vector	Marketing	Limited	was	established	to	manage	logistics	linked	to	the	distribution	and	increasing	burden	of	customer	support.	As	part	of	the	automation	aspirations	of	the	Acorn	office,	leading	"advanced	software
research	and	development",	Acorn	Research	Center	Incorporated	was	established	in	Palo	Alto,	California.	Acorn	Leasing	Limited	has	completed	the	portfolio.[30]	New	RISC	architecture	This	section	called	"New	RISC	Architecture"	needs	additional	quotations	for	verification.	Help	improve	this	article	by	adding	quotes	to	reliable	sources.	The
uncontaminated	material	can	be	contested	and	removed.	Find	sources:1948;"160;"Acorn	Computers"1948;	160;	160;	226;	126;	128;	-	147;;	160;	News19;	19;	1919;	6;	19;	1919;	19;	19;	16;	16;	160;	160;	166;	126;	1212126;	128;147;;\	160;160;160;160;160;160;	\\\fromtime	of	Atom,	Acorn	was	taking	into	consideration	how	to	pass	from	processor	6502:
the	sixteen	bit	communicator	developed	in	1985,	using	65816	as	an	example.	The	IBM	PC	was	launched	on	12	August	1981.[31]	Although	a	version	of	that	machine	was	destined	to	the	enthusiastic	market	as	much	as	the	BBC	Micro,	its	true	area	of	success	was	the	business.	The	successor	of	the	PC,	XT	(eXtended	Technology)	was	introduced	in	early
1983.	The	success	of	these	machines	and	the	variety	of	Z80-based	CP/M	machines	in	the	business	sector	has	proven	to	be	a	profitable	market,	especially	in	view	of	the	industry's	ability	to	cope	with	premium	prices.	The	development	of	a	working	machine	seemed	a	good	idea	for	Acorn.	A	development	program	has	been	launched	to	create	a	business
computer	using	the	current	Acorn	technology	The	plan	AcornComputer	(ABC)	required	a	number	of	second	processors	to	work	with	the	BBC	Micro	platform.	In	order	to	develop	these,	Acorn	had	to	implement	the	Tube	protocols	on	In	1983	there	were	no	obvious	candidates	to	replace	6502.	Due	to	the	uninterrupted	instructions	of	many	cycles,	for
example,	Motorola	68	000	interrupted	response	times	were	too	slow	to	manage	the	communication	protocol	that	the	6502-based	BBC	host	managed	easily.	The	National	Semiconductor	32	016	model	of	the	ABC	range	was	developed	and	subsequently	sold	in	1985	as	Cambridge	Workstation	(using	the	Panos	operating	system).[32]	The	advertising	of
this	machine	in	1986	included	the	illustration	of	an	employee	who	used	the	job.	The	announcement	claimed	the	power	of	the	mainframe	at	a	price	of	£3.480	(excluding	VAT).	The	main	text	of	the	announcement	refers	to	the	available	mainframe	languages,	communication	capabilities	and	alternative	option	of	updating	a	BBC	Micro	using	a	coprocessor.
[33]	The	machine	had	shown	Sophie	Wilson	and	Steve	Furber	the	value	of	the	memory	bandwidth.	He	also	showed	that	an	8Â	MHz	32	016	was	completely	defeated	in	terms	of	performance	by	a	4Â	MHz	6502.	In	addition,	Apple	Lisa	showed	Acorn	engineers	the	need	to	develop	a	windows	system,	which	would	not	have	been	easy	with	a	2”4”	MHz	6502
system	to	make	graphics.	Acorn	would	need	a	new	architecture.	Cambridge	Workstation	on	New	Scientist,	April	24,	1986	Acorn	had	examined	all	available	processors	and	found	them	missing[9]	or	not	available[5].	After	testing	all	available	processors	and	finding	them	missing,	Acorn	decided	she	needed	a	new	architecture.	Inspired	by	the	white
papers	on	the	Berkeley	RISC	project,	Acorn	took	seriously	into	consideration	the	possibility	of	designing	its	own	processor.	[34]	A	visit	to	the	Western	Design	Center	in	Phoenix,	where	6502	was	updated	by	what	was	actually	a	unique	company,	showed	engineers	Acorn	Steve	Furber	and	Sophie	Wilson	who	did	not	need	huge	resources	and	cutting-
edge	research	and	development	facilities.[35]	Sophie	Wilson	began	to	develop	the	instruction	set,	writing	a	processor	simulation	in	BBC	Basic	that	ran	on	a	BBC	Micro	with	a	6502-second	processor.	He	convinced	the	engineers	of	Acorn	who	were	on	the	right	track.	Before	we	can	go	further,	however,	they	would	need	more	resources.	It	was	time	for
Wilson	to	get	close	to	Hauser	and	explain	what	was	going	on.	Once	given	the	freeway,	a	small	team	was	put	together	to	implement	Wilson’s	model	in	the	hardware.	Publicity	on	New	Scientist,	issue	31	July	1986	The	official	Acorn	RISC	Machine	project	began	in	October	1983,[specify]	with	a	cost	of	£5	million	by	1987.[36]	VLSI	Technology,	Inc	was
chosen	as	a	silicone	partner,	as	it	already	provided	Acorn	the	ROMs	and	some	custom	chips.	The	VLSIthe	first	ARM	silicon	on	26	April	1985[37].	Its	first	practical	application	was	as	a	second	processor	for	the	BBC	Micro,	where	it	was	used	to	develop	simulation	software	for	work	on	support	chips	(VIDC,	IOC,	MEMC)	and	accelerate	the	operation	of
CAD	software	used	in	the	development	of	ARM2.	The	ARM	evaluation	system	has	been	promoted	as	a	means	for	developers	to	test	the	system	for	themselves.	This	system	was	used	with	a	BBC	Micro	and	a	PC-compatible	version	was	also	designed.[necessary	clarifications]	Advertising	was	aimed	at	people	with	technical	skills,	rather	than	consumers
and	the	education	market,	with	a	series	of	technical	specifications	listed	in	the	main	text	of	the	advertisements.[38]	Wilson	then	codified	BBC	Basic	in	the	ARM	assembly	language,	and	the	deep	knowledge	gained	from	the	design	of	the	instruction	set	made	the	code	very	dense,	making	ARM	BBC	Basic	an	excellent	test	for	any	ARM	emulator.	This	was
the	secrecy	surrounding	the	ARM	CPU	project,	which,	when	Olivetti	was	negotiating	to	acquire	control	of	Acorn	in	the	1985,	was	only	told	by	the	development	team	after	the	conclusion	of	the	negotiations.	In	1992,	Acorn	once	again	won	the	Queens	Award	for	Technology	for	ARM.[39]	The	development	of	their	RISC	OS	operating	system	by	Acorn
required	around	200	OS	development	employees	at	its	peak.[40]	Acorn	C/C++	was	commercially	released	by	Acorn,	to	allow	developers	to	complete	their	applications.	Financial	problems	Having	become	a	listed	company	in	the	1983,	during	the	home	computer	boom,	Acorn's	commercial	results	in	the	1984's	proved	important.	Many	home	computer
manufacturers	have	struggled	to	maintain	customer	enthusiasm,	some	of	them	offering	unconvincing	follow-up	products	that	have	failed	to	appeal	to	customers.	The	most	successful	manufacturers,	such	as	Amstrad,	have	highlighted	the	combination	of	computers	with	essential	peripherals	such	as	monitors	and	cassette	recorders	along	with	the
quality-price	ratio.	The	collapse	of	the	market	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	producers,	it	was	claimed,	was	due	to	the	"neglect	of	the	market	by	the	producers".[41]	The	market	adversities	had	led	to	the	sale	of	Atari[42]	and	Apple	was	about	to	fail.	Electron	was	launched	in	the	1983,	but	problems	with	the	supply	of	its	ULA	prevented	Acorn	from
exploiting	the	Christmas	period	of	the	1983[43].	A	successful	advertising	campaign,	including	television	advertising,	had	led	to	300.000	orders,	but	Malaysian	suppliers	were	only	able	to	supply	30.000	machines.	The	seemingly	strong	demand	for	electrons	turned	out	to	be	ephemeral:	instead	of	waiting,	parents	bought	Commodore	64	or	ZX	Spectrums
for	their	children.	Ferranti	solved	the	production	problem	and	in	the	1984	the	production	reached	the	expected	volumes,	but	the	contracts	that	Acorn	had	negotiated	with	its	suppliers	were	not	flexible	enough	to	allow	a	rapid	reduction	of	volumes	in	this	unforeseen	situation,	The	supplies	of	Electron	accumulated.	At	the	time	of	the	eventual	financial
rescue	of	Acorn,	at	the	beginning	of	1985,	it	still	had	100.000	unsold	electrons,	plus	an	inventory	of	components	that	had	all	been	paid	for	and	that	had	to	be	stored	at	Even	40,000	BBC	microphones	remained	unsold.[29]	After	a	disappointing	summer	season	in	1984,	Acorn	had	evidently	focused	on	making	up	for	lost	sales	over	the	Christmas	period,
with	Electron	in	particular.	However,	the	refusal	to	practice	the	discount	on	the	BBC	Micro	also	seemed	to	inhibit	sales	of	the	machine,	with	some	dealers	expressing	dissatisfaction	to	the	point	of	considering	the	complete	abandonment	of	the	range.	With	rumors	of	another,	potentially	cheaper	car	from	Acorn,[41]	dealers	eventually	began	to	make	big
discounts	after	Christmas.[45]	For	example,	rumbelows	dealer	tried	to	dispose	of	unsold	Christmas	stocks	of	about	1,500	cars	at	a	price	of	£299,	offering	a	discount.	It	was	assumed	that	the	perception	of	a	more	competitive,	near-launching	machine	might	have	kept	up	the	price	of	around	Â£100,	even	when	combined	with	a	cassette	recorder	and
software.[46]	The	machine	in	question	turned	out	to	be	the	BBC	Model	B+,	a	relatively	conservative	and	more	expensive	upgrade	of	the	machine	it	replaced.[47]	It	was	hypothesized	that	the	perception	of	a	more	competitive,	near-launch,	might	keep	potential	buyers	away	from	the	products	Acorn	needed	to	sell.[48]	Acorn	also	spent	most	of	its
reserves	on	development:	the	BBC	Master	was	under	development;	the	ARM	project	was	underway;	and	the	Acorn	Business	Computer,	which	required	a	lot	of	development	work,	turned	out	to	be	a	flop,	with	only	the	32	01-based	version.	6	(like	the	Cambridge	Workstation).	The	company’s	research	and	development	staff	grew	from	about	100	in	1983
to	about	150	in	1984,	the	latter	out	of	a	total	of	450	employees.	Meanwhile,	Acorn’s	method	of	expanding	into	West	Germany	and	the	United	States	through	the	establishment	of	subsidiaries	involved	a	“large	commitment	of	resources”,	as	opposed	to	a	cheaper	strategy	that	could	have	favoured	collaboration	with	local	distributors.	BBC	Microâs
location	for	the	US	market	also	entailed	higher	costs	than	it	would	have	had	to	incur	for	not	taking	into	account	local	market	conditions	and	preferences,	with	“complex	technical	efforts”	to	make	the	unit	compatible	with	US	television	standards,	whereas	local	market	information	would	have	indicated	that	the	that	“US	home	computer	users	expect	to
use	a	dedicated	personal	computer	monitor”[29].	As	a	result,	obtaining	federal	approval	for	the	BBC	Micro	to	expand	into	the	United	States	proved	to	be	a	lengthy	and	costly	process,	pointless:	all	the	expansion	devices	that	were	to	be	sold	with	the	BBC	Micro	had	to	be	tested	and	radioactive	emissions	had	to	be	reduced.	About	$20	million	was	sunk	in
the	US	operation,	but	the	modified	BBC	Micros	NTSC	barely	sold.	However,	they	made	their	appearance	at	Supergirl’s	school	in	the	1984	film	Supergirl:	Movie.[49]	The	Acorn	also	did	or	attempted	several	acquisitions.	The	IT	division	in	the	Schools	of	the	ICL	was	purchased	by	Acorn	at	the	end	of	1983	«for	lessOuch?	163;	100	Acorn,	in	fact,	is
Acorn's	business	arm,	despite	the	lack	of	clarity	on	competing	product	lines	and	the	uncertainty	about	the	future	of	Acorn's	not	yet	rented	machine	within	a	rationalized	product	range,[51]	even	though	this	acquisition	has	never	been	completed,[52]	with	Torch	who	withdrew	as	Acorn's	situation	deteriorated.[53]	Around	the	same	time,	Acorn	also
purchased	in	Torus	Systems	a	company	that	has	developed	a	"local	graphics-controlled	network	called	Icon"	for	the	IBM	PC	platform	to	expand	Acorn's	networking	skills,[54]	Ethernet-based	icon	instead	of	Acorn-related	Econet	and	Cambridge.[55]	(Torus	also	released	a	network	management	solution	called	Tapestry.[56]	The	company	was	finally
submitted	to	receivers	in	the	1990	with	Acorn	reporting	an	e163;	242000	loss	associated	with	the	investment.[57])	In	February	1985,	speculation	on	the	state	of	Acorn's	finances	intensified	with	the	appointment	of	a	temporary	manager,	Alexander	Reid,	to	run	the	company,	along	with	the	announcement	that	Acorn	had	replaced	his	financial	advisors,
Lazzard,	and	that	the	brokers	of	the	company,	Cazenove,	had	resigned,	leading	to	the	end	of	the	suspension	of	Acorn's	shares,	which	have	fallen	to	one	pence	23	per	share.	With	these	events,	apparently,	are	the	result	of	disagreement	between	Acorn	and	Lazzards	on	the	measures	necessary	to	save	the	company,	with	Lazzards	that	favor	a	sale	or
refinancing	in	which	the	founders	would	lose	control,	Acorn	and	their	substitute	advisors,	Close	Brothers,	it	was	said	that	he	was	pursuing	a	"radical	reorganisation	of	the	company".[52]	Lazzards	had	tried	to	attract	funding	from	GEC	but	had	not	done	so.	Close	Brothers	was	also	in	a	position	to	seek	a	financing	partner	for	Acorn,	but	in	a	much	more
urgent	time	span,	making	"financial	institutions	or	a	large	computer	company"	"the	most	likely	candidates,	who	have	the	necessary	resources	and	decision-making	agility	for	timely	intervention.[29]	1985;"	Olivetti's	subsidiary	The	terrible	financial	situation	was	brought	to	a	head	in	February	1985,	when	one	of	Acorn's	creditors	issued	a	liquidation
petition[58]	Eventually	it	would	have	emerged	that	Acorn	owed	its	debts	is	163;	31.1	million	to	various	creditors,	including	producers	AB	Electronics	and	Wong's	Electronics.[59]	While	looking	for	potential	financing	partners,	a	director	Olivetti	approached	Close	Brothers,	apparently	as	part	of	Olivetti's	strategy	to	acquire	small	technologically
advanced	companies.	[29]	After	a	short	period	of	negotiations,	Curry	and	Hauser	signed	an	agreement	with	Olivetti	on	February	20th.	With	the	founders	The	control	of	the	company	and	the	fact	that	their	combined	shareholding	decreased	from	85.7%	to	36.5%,	the	Italian	IT	company	took	a	49.3%	stake	in	Acorn	for	the	previous	six	months,	16	310.39
million,	which	went	in	some	way	to	cover	Acorn’s	debts;19	639.9	million	losses	in	the	last	six	months,[60]	At	about	one-tenth	of	Acorn’s	194,	163,	and	216	million	valuation	the	previous	year.[52]	In	July	1985,	Olivetti	acquired	a	further	stake	in	Acorn,	increasing	its	ownership	interest	in	the	company	to	79.8%.	The	main	creditors	agreed	to	settle	the
debts	194;	1637.9	million	debts,	and	the	BBC	agreed	to	waive	50%	of	outstanding	royalty	payments[61]	worth	a	million	declared	is	1632.	This	second	refinancing	left	the	founders	of	Acorn	with	less	than	15%	ownership	of	the	company.	Meanwhile,	financial	difficulties	had	reduced	the	number	of	employees	at	Acorn	from	a	peak	of	480	to	about	270.
[62]	With	Brian	Long	appointed	CEO,	Acorn	was	destined	to	move	forward	with	a	new	computer	focused	on	the	OEM	called	Communicator	and	the	Cambridge	Workstation,	whose	launch	had	been	delayed	until	the	end	of	July	1985	because	of	the	suspension	of	Acorn	quotas.	Of	later	significance,	Hermann	Hauser	also	expected	to	announce	a	“design
of	VLSI	chips	using	a	short	instruction	set”.[62]	Unveled	in	late	1985,[63]	The	Communicator	was	Acorn’s	response	to	the	ICL	One-Per-Desk	initiative.	This	Acorn	machine	was	based	on	a	65SC816,	128	and	160	CPU;	KB	RAM,	expandable	to	512Þの	160;	KB,	more	RAM	reinforced	with	battery.	It	had	a	new	multi-tasking	operating	system,	four	internal
ROM	sockets,	and	came	with	a	software	suite	based	on	View	and	ViewSheet.	It	also	had	a	connected	phone,	communication	software,	and	auto-dial/auto-response	modem.[64]	However,	with	Acorn’s	finances	supporting	the	development	cost	of	Archimedes,	and	with	the	division	of	custom	systems	they	contributed	substantially	to	the	company’s	losses
in	1987,[65]	a	change	in	strategy	took	effect	towards	the	end	of	1987,	moving	from	“Individual	Customers”	and	“Volume	Products”,	with	the	result	that	47	of	the	Acorn	300	staff	were	laid	off,[66]	the	closure	of	the	Custom	Systems	Division	and	the	abandonment	of	the	Communicator.[65]	In	February	1986,	Acorn	announced	that	it	was	discontinuing
U.S.	sales	operations,	and	sold	its	remaining	B	Microcomputers.	BBC	for	$1.25	million	to	a	Texas	company,	Basic,	which	was	a	subsidiary	of	Datum,	the	Mexican	manufacturer	of	the	Spanish	version	of	the	BBC	Microcomputer	(with	Spanish	keyboards	modified	for	the	South	American	market).	The	sales	office	in	Woburn,	Massachusetts	has	been
closed	at	this	time.[67]	In	1990,	however,	Acorn	began	a	sales	operation	to	sell	and	sell	the	company.	in	Australia	and	New	Zealand	trying	to	acquire	the	long-term	distributor	Barson	Computers	Australasia,	with	the	managing	director	of	Acorn	Sam	Wauchope	noticing	the	presence	of	Acorn	in	Australia	since	the	1983s	and	having	been	"the	only
computer	manufacturer	whose	products	are	recommended	by	all	Australian	state	education	authorities"[68]	Acorn	has	also	once	again	sought	new	Expanding	into	Germany	in	the	1990s,	identifying	the	market	as	the	largest	in	Europe	whose	technicians	and	sophisticated	computer	resellers	were	looking	for	opportunities	to	sell	better-selling	products
than	IBM	PC	compatible	ones,	with	a	large	enthusiastic	community	among	existing	and	potential	customers.	Efforts	have	been	made	to	establish	a	local	marketing	presence	and	to	offer	localized	versions	of	Acorn’s	products.	[69]	Despite	the	optimistic	projections	of	success,	and	with	Acorn	having	initially	invested	£700,000	in	the	business,[70]	the
loss	operation	was	closed	in	1995	as	part	of	a	broader	cost	reduction	and	restructuring	in	response	to	declining	revenues	and	difficulties	experienced	by	various	Acorn	divisions.	[71]	Ostensibly	facilitated	or	catalyzed	by	Olivetti’s	acquisition	of	Acorn,	the	reports	at	the	end	of	1985	indicated	plans	for	possible	collaboration	between	Acorn,	Olivetti	and
Thomson	in	the	European	education	sector	to	define	a	standard	for	an	educational	microcomputer	system	similar	to	the	MSX	computing	architecture	and	compatible	architecture.	with	the	IBM	PC.	[72]	Deliberations	continued	in	1986,	with	Acorn	proposing	its	own	ARM	processor	architecture	as	the	basis	for	the	initiative,	while	Thomson	proposed	the
Motorola	68	000.	[73]	Expectations	that	Olivetti	would	actively	market	Acorn’s	machines	in	Europe	were	frustrated,	however,	by	Olivetti’s	assessment	of	Acorn’s	products	as	“too	expensive”	and	by	the	proprietary	operating	system	offering	“limited	flexibility”.	Olivetti,	on	the	other	hand,	sought	to	promote	its	M19	personal	computer	for	the	European
school	market	by	offering	it	to	Acorn	in	Europe.	sale	in	the	United	Kingdom	(ultimately,	as	Acorn	M19).	[74]	Olivetti	finally	offered	both	the	Acorn	Master	Compact	and	the	Thomson	MO6	to	the	Italian	market	with	its	Prodest	branding.	The	collaboration	involving	Acorn,	Olivetti	and	Thomson	(later	SGS-Thomson)	continued	in	the	context	of	the
research	projects,	with	a	consortium	of	suppliers	including	AEG,	Bull,	Philips	and	ICL	participating	in	the	Multiworks	initiative	to	develop	Unix	workstations	within	the	European	ESPRIT	framework.	[75]	Acorn’s	particular	role	in	Multiworks	involved	a	low-cost	workstation	with	the	ARM	chipset,	alongside	a	“high-cost	authoritative	workstation”	based
on	Olivetti’s	CP486	workstation.	[76]	Olivetti	eventually	relinquished	majority	control	of	Acorn	at	the	beginning	of	1996,	selling	shares	to	US	and	UK	investment	groups	and	leaving	the	company	with	a	stake	in	Acorn	of	around	45%.	[77]	In	July	1996,	Olivetti	announced	that	it	had	sold	14.7%	of	the	group	to	the	Lehman	Brothers,	reducing	its	stake	to
31.2%.	Lehman	said	he	should	sell	the	shares	back	to	investors.	[78]	BBC	Master	and	Archimedes	Reader	In	response	in	New	Scientist,	9	September	1989	issue	The	BBC	Master[79]	was	launched	in	February	1986	and	met	with	great	success.	From	1986	to	1989,	around	200.000	systems	were	sold,[80]	any	cost	of'499',	mainly	to	schools	and
universities	in	the	United	Kingdom.	A	number	of	improvements	improvements	For	example,	the	Master	512,[81]	was	launched,	which	had	512	KB	of	RAM	and	an	internal	processor	80	186	for	MS-DOS	compatibility,	and	the	Master	Turbo,[82]	which	had	a	second	processor	65C102.	The	first	commercial	use	of	the	ARM	architecture	took	place	in	the
ARM	Development	System,	a	second	processor	connected	to	tubes	for	the	BBC	Master	that	allowed	to	write	programs	for	the	new	system.	It	was	sold	for	£4,500	and	included	the	ARM	processor,	4	MB	RAM	and	a	series	of	development	tools	with	an	improved	version	of	BBC	BASIC.	This	system	did	not	include	the	three	VIDC,	MEMC	and	IOC	support
chips,	which	later	would	be	part	of	the	Archimede	system.	It	appeared	for	the	first	time	in	the	second	A500	processor,[83]	which	was	used	internally	within	the	Acorn	as	a	development	platform,	and	had	a	form-factor	similar	to	that	of	the	ARM	development	system.	The	second	ARM-based	product	was	the	Acorn	Archimedes	desktop-computer,	released
in	mid-1987,	about	18	months	after	the	launch	of	the	RT	PC	based	on	RISC.[84]	The	first	RISC-based	home	computer,	Archimedes	was	popular	in	the	UK,	Australasia	and	Ireland,	and	was	significantly	more	powerful	and	advanced	than	most	of	the	day’s	offers.	The	Archimede	was	advertised	in	both	printed	media[86]	and	radio	media.[87]	An	example
of	such	advertising	is	a	desktop	model	RISC	OS	2,	which	shows	some	directory	of	software	applications,	with	the	ad	text	added	in	windows.[88]	However,	the	vast	majority	of	domestic	users	opted	for	an	Atari	ST	or	Commodore	Amiga	when	trying	to	update	their	8-bit	microphones.	As	with	the	BBC,	Archimedes	instead	flourished	in	schools	and	other
educational	contexts,	but	only	a	few	years	later,	in	the	early	1990s,	this	market	began	to	layer	in	the	world	dominated	by	PCs.	Acorn	continued	to	produce	updated	Archimedes	models,	including	a	laptop	(A4),	and	in	1994	launched	the	Risc	PC,	whose	peak	specifications	would	later	include	a	StrongARM	233	MHz	processor.	These	were	sold	mainly	in
educational	markets,	specialized	and	passionate,	such	as	professional	composers	who	used	Sibelius	7.	ARM	Ltd.	Acorn	silicone	partner,	VLSI,	had	the	task	of	finding	new	applications	for	the	ARM	CPU	and	the	support	chips.	Hauser's	Active	Book	company	was	developing	a	portable	device	and	for	this	reason	ARM	CPU	developers	had	created	a	static
version	of	their	processor,	the	ARM2aS.	The	members	of	the	Advanced	Technology	Group	(ATG)	had	established	a	first	contact	with	Acorn	for	the	use	of	ARM	in	an	Apple	II	(2)	experimental	prototype	called	Mobius.	The	experiments	conducted	in	the	MÃ¶bius	project	showed	that	ARM	RISC	architecture	could	be	very	attractive	for	some	types	of	future
products.	The	Mobius	project	was	briefly	considered	as	the	basis	for	a	new	lineApple	computer,	but	he	was	killed	for	fear	that	he	might	compete	with	the	Macintosh	and	confuse	the	market.	However,	the	Mobius	project	developed	awareness	of	the	ARM	processor	inside	Apple.	Team	Mobius	has	made	minor	changes	to	ARM	ARM	and	used	their
working	prototype	to	demonstrate	a	number	of	impressive	performance	benchmarks.[89]	Later	Apple	was	developing	a	completely	new	computing	platform	for	its	Newton.	The	processor	had	different	requirements	in	terms	of	power	consumption,	cost	and	performance,	as	well	as	the	need	for	a	fully	static	operation	that	would	allow	the	clock	to	be
stopped	at	any	time.	Only	the	Acorn	RISC	Machine	was	able	to	meet	all	these	needs,	but	there	were	still	shortcomings.	The	ARM,	for	example,	did	not	have	a	built-in	memory	management	unit,	as	this	function	was	provided	by	the	MEMC	support	chip	and	Acorn	did	not	have	the	resources	to	develop	one.[90]	Apple	and	Acorn	began	collaborating	on	the
development	of	the	ARM,	and	it	was	decided	that	this	would	be	better	done	by	a	company.	[90]	Most	of	Acorn’s	Advanced	Research	and	Development	division,	which	had	developed	the	ARM	CPU,	formed	the	basis	of	ARM	Ltd.	when	the	company	was	separated	in	November	1990.	Acorn	Group	and	Apple	Computer	Inc.	each	held	a	43%	stake	in	ARM
(as	of	1996),[91]	while	VLSI	was	an	investor	and	the	first	licensee	of	ARM.[92]	Acorn	Pocket	Book	Acorn	Pocket	Book	In	1993,	Acorn	decided	to	offer	an	Acorn	PDA	under	the	brand	name	Acorn	Psion	Series	3,	branded	Acorn	Pocket	Book,	with	a	A	later	variant	called	the	Acorn	Pocket	Book	II.	Essentially	an	OEM	version	of	the	3	Series	with	slightly
different	embedded	software,	the	device	was	marketed	as	a	low-cost	computer	for	schoolchildren,	rather	than	as	an	executive	tool.[93]	The	hardware	was	the	same	as	the	3	Series,	but	the	built-in	applications	were	different;	for	example,	the	Pocket	Book	omitted	Agenda	applications.	diary	and	Spell	dictionary,	which	became	an	optional	application,
supplied	on	SSD	ROM	that	could	be	inserted	into	one	of	the	ROM	bays	under	the	device.	Other	programs	were	renamed:	âSystem'	became	âDesktop',	âWord'	became	âWrite',	âSheet'	became	âAbacus',	and	âData	became	âCards'.[94][95]	Set-top	boxes	In	1994,	Acorn	founded	a	new	division,	Online	Media,	focused	on	interactive	multimedia	hardware.
[96]	Online	media	aimed	to	take	advantage	of	the	video-on-demand	(VOD)	boom,	an	interactive	television	system	that	allowed	users	to	select	and	watch	video	content	over	a	network.[97]	In	September	1994,	the	Cambridge	Digital	Inter	was	established.	Active	Television	Trial	of	video	on	demand	services	by	Online	Media,	Anglia	Television,	Cambridge
Cable	(now	part	of	Virgin	Media)	and	Advanced	Telecommunication	Modules	Ltd	(ATML).	The	process	involved	the	creation	of	a	wide-area	ATM	network	linking	TV-companies	to	subscribers'	homes	and	the	provision	of	services	such	as	home	shopping,	online	education,	software	downloaded	on-demand	and	the	World	Wide	Web.	The	wide	area	network
used	a	combination	of	and	coaxial	cable,	and	switches	were	housed	in	the	street	cabinets	of	the	existing	Cambridge	Cable	network.[98]	The	Olivetti	Research	Laboratory	developed	the	technology	used	for	the	experiment.	An	ICL	ICL	video	server	service	via	ATM	switches	produced	by	ATML,	another	company	consisting	of	Hauser	and	Hopper.	The	test
started	at	a	speed	of	2	Mbit/s	to	the	home,	which	was	later	increased	to	25	Mbit/s.[99]	Subscribers	used	Acorn	Online	Media	Set	Top	Boxes.	For	the	first	six	months	the	study	involved	10	VOD	terminals;[99]	the	second	phase	was	extended	to	100	homes	and	8	schools	with	another	150	terminals	in	the	test	labs.	A	number	of	other	organizations
gradually	joined,	including	the	National	Westminster	Bank	(NatWest),	the	BBC,	the	Post	Office,	Tesco,	and	the	local	authority	for	education.	After	initially	distributing	set-top	boxes	based	on	Risc	PC	hardware,	a	second	generation	of	hardware,	STB2,	featured	the	ARM7500	system-on-a-chip,	produced	for	Online	Media	by	VLSI,[101]	and	built-in
hardware	for	MPEG	video	decoding.	Plans	have	been	announced	to	expand	the	initiative	from	250	to	1,000	homes,	to	support	NatWest’s	cable	TV	shopping	and	banking	services,	with	the	expansion	of	on-demand	video	provisioning	by	installing	an	ICL	digital	video	server	with	“a	maximum	capacity	of	several	hundred	gigabytes	of	fast	hard	drives.”	“,
which	is	connected	via	a	155	Mbit/s	connection	and	integrates	Olivetti	Research	Disc	Bricks,	which	already	serves	as	a	smaller	video	server	Funny	Oracle	and	Macromedia	also	announced	industry	support	for	the	online	media	platform.[100]	BBC	Education	has	tested	the	distribution	of	on-demand	radio	programmes	to	primary	schools	and	has	been
established	a	new	education	service,	Education	Online,	to	provide	materials	such	as	Open	University	television	programmes	and	educational	software.	The	Netherhall	School	was	equipped	with	an	inexpensive	video	server	and	functioned	as	an	experimental	service	provider,	with	Anglia	Polytechnic	University	taking	on	a	similar	role	some	time	later.
[98]	It	was	hoped	that	Online	Media	could	be	launched	as	a	separate	company,	and	in	1995	a	share	issue	was	announced	that	would	increase	the	share	capital	of	the	company.	[102][103]	After	entering	into	an	agreement	with	Lightspan	Partnership	Inc.	to	supply	set-top	boxes	for	the	U.S.	education	market,[104]	the	order	was	cancelled	and	put
pressure	on	Acorn’s	already	difficult	financial	situation.	Several	other	factors	meant	that	the	expected	video	on	demand	boom	never	materialized	as	expected.[105]	Acorn	planned	to	integrate	set-top	box	technology	into	its	product	range,	launching	an	initiative	entitled	“No	Limits	to	Learning”	and	previewing	a	range	of	products	under	the
MediaRange	brand,	with	the	MediaSurfer	“essentially	an	Online	Media	STB	with	a	built-in	World	Wide	Web	browser”,	and	other	products	in	the	range	based	on	“targeted	applications”	of	established	Acorn	products.[	106]	Technology	evolution	continued	with	the	launch	of	the	model	This	combined	set-top	box	model	features	such	as	ATM25
networking	for	interactive	video	with	more	Internet	functionality	such	as	web	navigation	and	Java	application	support.	Described	as	"cherry	on	the	cake",	the	MPEG2	video	decoding	hardware	was	provided	by	an	LSI	chip.	Although	Acorn	hoped	that	the	interactive	television	market	would	eventually	take	off	and	start	mass	deployment	by	traditional
telecommunication	operators,	intranet	business	applications	were	also	seen	as	a	reference	market.	With	more	conservative	implementations	in	mind,	the	ATM25	interface	in	the	product	could	be	replaced	by	an	Ethernet	interface.[107]	NewsPad	Risc	User:	NewsPad	"covered"	in	October	1996	In	1994,	the	EU	launched	the	NewsPad[108]	The	aim	is	to
develop	a	common	mechanism	for	the	electronic	creation	and	distribution	of	information	to	consumer	devices.	The	name	and	format	of	the	program	are	inspired	by	the	devices	described	and	depicted	in	the	2001	film	by	Arthur	C.	Clarke	and	Stanley	Kubrick:	Odyssey	in	Space.	Acorn	got	a	contract	to	develop	a	device/receiver	and	gave	the	pilot	a
touch	screen	tablet	based	on	RISC	OS.[109][110][111]	The	device	measured	8.5a	is	11-inch	(220th	is	280th	mm)	and	was	tested	in	1996	in	Spain	by	Primera	Plana	Editions.[112]	The	Barcelona-based	pilot	project	ended	in	the	1997,	but	the	tablet	format	and	ARM	architecture	may	have	influenced	the	WebPad/Web	Tablet	Intel	program	of	1999.[113]
[114][115]	SchoolServer	Although	Acorn	focused	mainly	on	its	ARM-based	product	range	that	offered	RISC	OS	(and,	for	a	certain	period,	RISC	iX),	although	with	increasing	emphasis	on	DOS	compatibility	and	compatibility	with	DOS	and	Windows.	PC	card	products,[116][117]	The	emergence	of	larger	networks	in	connection	systems	for	education
based	on	different	platforms	of	calculation	typically	Acorn,	PC	and	Apple	Macintosh	motivated	the	introduction	of	the	SchoolServer	product	range	in	the	1995.	(in	particular	Windows	NT	3.5[104]),	which	used	a	single	PowerPC	processor	from	100	MHz,	with	24	or	32	MB	RAM,	one	or	two	hard	drives	from	1	GB	and	integrated	Ethernet	interfaces.[118]
Acorn	bundled	ANT	Limited	software	OmniClient	to	provide	the	connectivity	support	needed	for	its	computers	Acorn	to	access	the	structures	of	SchoolServer,	these	being	based	on	the	SchoolServer	platform	of	Microsoft	and	proprietary	network	technologies.	Concerns	about	the	capabilities	of	existing	Acorn	products	(such	as	the	Risc	PC)	as	a	server
have	even	led	Acorn	to	become	a	Microsoft	Solution	Provider	despite	being	"very	critical"	of	Microsoft	and	its	technologies	in	the	past.[104]	Other	companies	in	the	training	market	have	products	similar	to	SchoolServer.	For	example,	Datathorn	Systems	introduced	a	solution	called	Super	Server	based	on	the	PowerStack	Motorola	server	system,	[119]
which	was	a	PowerPC-based	machine	capable	of	running	Windows	NT	3.51	or	AIX	4.1,[120]	with	the	Super	Super	Super	Super	Super	Super	Super	Super	Super	The	project	is	said	to	be	“the	product	of	research	at	the	Universities	of	Oxford	and	Cambridge.”	After	Acorn	was	approved	and	interoperability	between	Acorn	and	PC	platforms	was	offered,
the	solution	was	implemented	at	several	sites.[121]	Xemplar	Education	In	1996,	Acorn	entered	into	a	joint	venture	with	Apple	Computer	UK	called	Xenlar	to	provide	computers	and	services	to	the	UK	education	market.[122]	A	survey	conducted	in	1998	found	that	the	Apple	and	Acorn	systems	at	that	time	accounted	for	47%	and
1Ã¢Âzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz	Apple	Xemplar	was	liquidated	in	2014.[126]	Acorn	Education	and	later	Xemplar	Education	were	heavily	involved	in	Tesco’s	“Computers	for	Schools”	programme	in	the	UK,	providing	hardware	and	software	in	return.	The	Welsh	Office	Multimedia/Portables	Initiative	(WIPO),	The	1996	initiative	to	provide	primary	schools
with	computing	equipment,[128]	required	Welsh	schools	choosing	multimedia	to	receive	multimedia	PCs	exclusively	provided	by	RM.	This	shocked	other	vendors	such	as	Xenlar	and	members	of	the	National	Association	of	Advisors	for	Computers	in	Education	(NAACE),	with	complaints	including	those	related	to	the	imposition	of	an	incompatible
computing	platform	on	small	schools	that	were	already	engaged	in	the	RISC	OS	platform,	these	schools	are	potentially	unable	to	handle	“a	mix	of	machines”,	and	the	lack	of	Welsh	language	software	appropriate	for	the	Windows	platform,	this	is	particularly	worrying	in	schools	where	lessons	were	“conducted	exclusively	in	Welsh”	and	where	an
“excellent	working	relationship	with	UK	software	houses”	had	cultivated	the	availability	of	important	RISC	OS	applications	in	Welsh.	The	range	of	multimedia	software	offered	in	the	initiative	was	also	criticized:	“None	of	the	CD-ROMs	in	the	program	was	in	Welsh,	and	even	Acorn	machines	needed	additional	software,	at	an	estimated	cost	of	160%,	to
“make	effective	use”	of	the	software	titles[129]	Network	Computers	See	also:	Acorn	Network	Computer	This	article	seems	to	contradict	the	Acorn	Network	Computer	article.	Please	see	the	discussion	on	the	linked	conversation	page.	(July	2011)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	template	message)	Wired	UK,	September	1996	issue,	“Five	Go	Nuts
in	Cambridge:	Acorn’s	Mad	Rush	to	Build	the	World’s	First	Network	Computer”	When	BBC2’s	The	Money	Programme	screened	an	interview	with	Larry	Ellison	in	October	1995,	Acorn	Online	Media	CEO	Malcolm	Bird	He	realized	that	Ellison’s	network	computer	was	basically	an	Acorn	set-top	box.[130]	After	initial	discussions	between	Oracle
Corporation	and	Olivetti,	Hauser	and	Acorn	a	few	weeks	later,	Bird	was	sent	to	San	Francisco	with	the	latest	Acorn	Top	Box	set.	Oracle	had	already		seriously	with	computer	manufacturers	including	Sun	and	about	the	contract	to	put	together	the	NC	model	machine;	there	were	also	rumors	in	the	industry	that	Oracle	itself	was	working	on	the
benchmark	project.	After	Bird’s	visit	to	Oracle,	Ellison	visited	Acorn	and	an	agreement	was	reached:	Acorn	would	define	the	NC	reference	standard.	Ellison	expected	to	announce	the	NC	in	February	1996.	Sophie	Wilson	was	in	charge	of	the	NC	project,	and	by	mid-November	a	draft	of	the	NC	specifications	was	ready.	In	January	1996,	the	formal
details	of	the	contract	between	Acorn	and	Oracle	were	finalized,[131]	and	the	PCB	was	designed	and	ready	for	production.[130]	In	February	1996,	Acorn	Network	Computing	was	founded.	In	August	1996	he	launched	the	Acorn	Network	computer.	An	Acorn	NetStation	NC	It	was	hoped	that	the	Network	Computer	would	create	a	new	industry	in	which
Acorn	Network	Computing	would	play	a	leading	role,[132]	selling	its	own	products	or	earning	money	from	royalties	paid	by	other	manufacturers	for	the	right	to	produce	their	own	NCs.	To	this	end,	two	of	Acorn’s	main	projects	were	the	creation	of	a	new	“consumer	device”	operating	system	called	Galileo	and,	in	collaboration	with	Digital
Semiconductor	and	ARM,	a	new	StrongARM	chipset	consisting	of	the	SA-1500	and	SA-1501	models.	GALILEO	is	characterised	above	all	by	the	guarantee	of	a	certain	level	of	service	quality	for	each	process,	in	which	the	resources	(CPU,	memory,	etc.)	needed	to	guarantee	reliable	operation	are	maintained	regardless	of	the	behaviour	of	the	other
processes[133].	The	SA-1500	featured	higher	clock	rates	than	existing	StrongARM	CPUs	and,	most	importantly,	a	dedicated	media	coprocessor	(the	Attenched	Media	Processor	or	AMP).	The	SA-1500	was	supposed	to	be	Galileo’s	first	release	target.[134]	After	incorporating	the	STB	and	NC	business	areas	as	separate	companies,	Acorn	created	a	new
100%	subsidiary	Acorn	RISC	Technologies	(ART).	ART	has	focused	on	the	development	of	other	software	and	hardware	technologies	built	on	ARM	processors.[91]	1998-2000:	Element	14	Additional	Information:	Element	14	(company)	Acorn	Phoebe’s	distinctive	yellow	case	During	the	first	half	of	1998,	Acorn	executives	were	heavily	involved	in	the
initial	public	offering	of	ARM	Holdings	plc.	In	June	1998,	Stan	Boland	took	over	as	CEO	of	Acorn	Computers	from	David	Lee[136]	who	began	a	review	of	Acorn’s	core	business.[135]	In	the	first	nine	months	of	the	year,	the	company	had	incurred	losses	of	£9	million[135]	and	in	September	1998	the	company	lost	£9	million.[135]	audit	results	led	to	a
significant	restructuring	of	the	company	[137].	The	Workstation	division	was	about	to	close,[138]	a	40%	reduction	in	staff,	and	the	Risc	PC	2,	codenamed	Phoebe,	which	was	about	to	be	completed,	was	cancelled.[139]	They	allowed	the	company	to	reduce	current	losses	and	focus	on	other	activities.[135][140]	Acorn	focused	on	the	development	of
digital	TV	set-top	boxes	and	DSP	with	high	multimedia	performance	(silicon	and	silicon).	silicon).	It	also	produced	a	reference	design	for	a	thin	Windows	NT	client	using	a	Cirrus	Logic	system	on	a	chip.[141][142][143]	To	focus	on	these	two	activities	Acorn	hired	a	group	of	former	silicon	design	engineers	STMicroelectronics	and	formed	the	basis	of	a
two	million	pound	silicon	design	centre	that	Acorn	set	up	in	Bristol.[135][144]	They	have	also	begun	to	eliminate	some	of	their	interests	in	the	job	market.	It	has	been	reported	that	Stephen	Streater	of	Eidos	may	have	made	an	offer	of	A.0.5M	for	the	PC	range	rights.	[8]	In	October	they	granted	distribution	rights	to	existing	machine	projects	at	Castle
Technology	to	provide	the	concessionaire	network	of	the	previous	workstation,[140][145][146][146]	sold	their	interest	50%	in	Xemplar	Education	to	Apple	Computer	in	January	1999,[147][148]	and	in	March	1999,	RISCOS	Ltd	acquired	a	license	to	develop	and	release	RISC	OS.[149][150]	In	the	process	leading	to	the	acquisition	of	Acorn	by	MSDW
Investment	Holdings	Limited,	with	the	intention	of	"minimize	the	liabilities"	of	the	group	through	the	disposal	of	the	goods,	Pace	Micro	Technology	has	agreed	to	acquire	the	set-top	box	division	of	Acorn	for	about	200.000,[135]	also	obtaining	Acorn's	rights	and	obligations	regarding	RISC	OS.[151]	[T]	The	future	of	this	digital	company	is	a	system	of
TV	leader	in	1998	Since	January	1999,	Acorn	Computers	Limited	had	renamed	Element	14	Limited	(although	still	owned	by	Acorn	Group	plc)	referring	to	the	silicon	element	with	atomic	number	14;	this	change	was	to	reflect	the	changed	nature	of	the	business	and	to	move	away	from	the	education	market	that	Acorn	Computers	was	best	known	for.
[140][153][154]	Other	names	had	been	considered	by	the	company	but	the	domain	name	e-14.com	had	been	registered	before	the	official	announcement.	[155]	In	combination	with	the	acquisition	of	Acorn,	an	offer	was	extended	to	a	company	"owned	by	Stan	Boland	and	and	of	a	certain	senior	management	for	the	purchase...	This	distinct	company
(known	as	"New	Jam	Inc"[156])	effectively	became	the	independent	company	Element	14,[135]	acquiring	its	name	from	the	former	Acorn	Computers	Limit	and	then	became	known	as	Cabot	2	Limited.	[157]	A	subsequent	report	put	the	sale	price	of	this	division	of	Acorn	to	1,5	million	pounds,	offering	the	persuasive	observation	that	this	new	activity
would	be	acquired	for	"always	millions	of	pounds"	by	a	consolidated	company	in	the	sector,[151]	as	it	was.	Acorn	Group	"the	parent	company	of	Acorn	Computers	Limited"	was	renamed	by	Acorn	Computer	Group	in	1997,	and	the	company	was	subsequently	renamed	Cabotd	1	February	2008	[160]	Legacy	This	section	needs	You	can	help	by	adding.
(December	2013)	The	inheritance	[161]	of	The	company's	work	is	highlighted	in	spin-off	technologies,	with	the	company	described	in	2013	as	"the	most	influential	business	in	the	history	of	the	innovation	cluster".[162]	Revival	of	the	Acorn	See	brand	also:	Acorn	Computers	(2006)	at	the	beginning	of	2006,	The	dormant	Acorn	brand	was	authorised	by
the	French	company	Aristide	-*Co	Antiquaire	de	Marques,	by	a	new	company	based	in	Nottingham.[163]	This	company	was	dissolved	at	the	end	of	2009.	In	23	February	2018	the	Acorn	brand	made	another	return	when	a	new	company	Acorn	Inc.	Ltd	announced	a	brand	new	smartphone,	Acorn	Micro	C5.[164]	Acorn	Micro	C5	has	been	discontinued
since	then.	Popular	Culture	In	2009,	BBC4	screened	Micro	Men,	a	drama	based	on	rivalry	between	Acorn	Computer	s	and	Sinclair's	competing	machines.[165]	Acorn	TV	series	products	played	an	important	role	in	a	series	of	educational	television	programs,	including:	Computer	Micro	Live	Making	the	Most	of	the	Micro	Computers	in	Control.
[necessary	citation]	Magazines	This	section	needs	additional	quotes	for	verification.	Help	improve	this	article	by	adding	quotes	to	reliable	sources.	Uncontaminated	material	can	be	contested	and	removed.	Find	sources:194;	"Acorn	Computers"1948;	160;	160;	226;	126;	128;19,,194;160;	19191919;	160;
"Acrearearearearearearearearearearearearearearead;1948;	1818183;\1919181848;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;series	of	dedicated	publications,	including:	Acorn	User	(called	BBC	Acorn	User	while	its	editor	was	owned	by	BBC)	The	Micro	User	(originally	BBC	Micro	User,	renamed	because	of	a	trademark	objection)	Acorn	Computer	Archimedes	World	Electron
User	A&B	Computing	Archimedes	World	Electron	User	A&B	They	are	also	present	in	dedicated	sections	of:	Computer	Shopper	Personal	Computer	News	Personal	Computer	World	Computer	Gamer	Home	Computing	Weekly	rem	See	also	Acornsoft	Amber	(core	processor)	ARM	Holdings	List	of	Acorn	Electron	Games	List	of	British	computers
Microelectronics	Education	Program	Olivetti	RISC	OS	Notes	(History	of	ARM:	from	Acorn	to	Apple.	6	January	2011.	Archived	from	the	original	on	16	March	2018	via	The	Telegraph.	ARM	CPU	Core	Dominates	Mobile	Marketing	Tech-On!.	Nikkei	Electronics	Asia.	Archived	from	the	original	on	11	September	2011.	"Stuff.co.nz.	31	January	2009.
Recovered	4March	2012.	Acorn	Computer	s,	once	considered	as	the	equivalent	of	the	United	Kingdom	of	Apple	Computerer194;...Report	on	computer	technology	network	3rd	March	2016	to	the	Wayback	Machine.	Simon,	European	Commission,	1999.	"From	the	BBC	Micro,	small	Acorns	will	crack	the	Guardian.	Archived	from	the	original	on	10May
2014.	Recovered	2nd	June	2011.	Originally,	Acorn	designed	to	use	Intel's	286	chip	in	his	computer	Archi	medes.	©	Intel	did	not	allow	him	to	enable	286	and	adapt	it,	Acorn	decided	to	design	its	own.	^	Athrey,	Suma	S.	(18	July	2000).	"Agglomeration	and	Growth:	a	study	by	the	Hi-Tech	group	of	Cambridge"	(PDF).	(PDF).Paper	n.	00-42.	Stanford
Institute	for	Economic	Policy	Research.	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	21	October	2013.	Recovery	18	June	2012.	Meyer,	David	(19	November	2010).	"Dead	IT	players:	a	top	10	of	the	falls."	ZDNet?	Archived	from	the	original	on	3	January	2015.	Recovery	7	March	2012.	A	b	"Great	oak	of	small	Acorns"?	Personal	Computer	World.	26	November
1998.	Archived	from	the	original	on	20	April	2013.	April	10,	2012.	^	a	b	Sethi,	Anand	(15	April	2008).	"British	electronics	–	a	fallen	or	asleep	giant?"	EMT	WorldWide.	IML	Group.	Archived	from	the	original	on	5	October	2011.	Retrieved	6	July	2011.	One	of	Sir	Clive’s	long-term	employees,	Chris	Curry	quit	due	to	the	differences	on	the	technological
roadmap	[...]	Finding	nothing	readily	available	on	the	market,	even	from	leading	US	chip	manufacturers	[...]	The	RISC	processor	called	ARM	which	had	basically	the	design	ethos	of	simple	6502	but	in	a	32-bit	environment	RISC	making	it	much	easier	to	manufacture	and	test.	Garnsey,	Elizabeth.	Lorenzoni,	Gianni;	Ferriani,	Simone	(2008).	"Specation
through	entrepreneurial	choice:	Acorn-ARM	history"	(PDF).	Research	policy.	37	(2).	"News	-	Business	Weekly	-	Technology	News	-	Business	news	-	Cambridge	and	East	of	England".	Business	Weekly.co.uk.	Archived	from	the	original	on	5	March	2016.	Recovery	12	May	2018.	"Acorn	System	1	price	list".	speleotrope.com.	Archived	from	the	original	on	9
March	2012.	Recovery	22	July	2010.	Idiot,	Chris.	"Acorn	2	system."	Chris's	Acorns.	The	Information	Center.	Archived	from	the	original	on	13	June	2021.	Recovery	2	September	2021.	Idiot,	Chris.	"Acorn	3	system."	Chris's	Acorns.	The	Information	Center.	Archived	from	the	original	on	13	June	2021.	Recovery	2	September	2021.	Idiot,	Chris.	"Acorn
System	4."	Chris's	Acorns.	The	Information	Center.	Archived	from	the	original	on	13	June	2021.	Recovery	2	September	2021.	Idiot,	Chris.	"Acorn	System	5."	Chris's	Acorns.	The	Information	Center.	Archived	from	the	original	on	13	June	2021.	Recovery	2	September	2021.	Liardet,	Mike	(March	1983).	"Profeta	II."	Personal	Computer	World.	pp..	160;
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