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Change taskbar transparency windows 10

Did you know Windows 10’s taskbar can be resized? With a few clicks, you can make it even taller, giving you more room for application shortcuts. If you’re using a vertical taskbar, you can make it wider. First, Unlock the Taskbar To resize the taskbar, we need to unlock it. Right click on the taskbar and locate the option called “Lock The Taskbar” in the list. If
that option has a checkmark beside it, click on it. If there is no checkmark, then you’re good to go. With your taskbar unlocked, you are now free to resize or even move it to the left, right, or top edge of your screen. RELATED: How to Get a Vertical Taskbar on Windows 10 How to Change the Height of the Taskbar It’s easy to make your taskbar taller in
Windows 10 by resizing it—as long as your taskbar is unlocked. First, position your mouse cursor on the edge of the taskbar. The pointer cursor will change into the resize cursor, which looks like a short vertical line with an arrow head on each end. Once you see the resize cursor, click and drag the mouse up or down to change the height of the taskbar.
When you find the height you like, release the mouse button, and the taskbar will stay that size. If you’d like, you can then right click on the taskbar and lock it again using the “Lock The Taskbar” option so that you don’t accidentally resize it later. How to Change the Width of the Taskbar To change the width of the taskbar in Windows 10, your taskbar must be
in a vertical orientation, and it must be unlocked. If your taskbar is not already vertical, click on it and drag your mouse cursor to the left or right edge of the screen. When the cursor gets close enough to the edge, the taskbar will snap into a vertical position. Now we can change its width. Position your mouse cursor on the edge of the taskbar. The pointer
cursor will change into the resize cursor, which looks like a short horizontal line with an arrow head on each end. Once you see the resize cursor, click and drag the mouse left or right to change the width of the taskbar. When you find the width you like, release the mouse button, and the taskbar will stay that size. Once you find the width you like, it’s usually
best to right click on the taskbar and lock it again using the “Lock The Taskbar” option so you don’t resize it by accident later. Now you can use the taskbar as usual. With your taskbar height or width squared away, you might want to explore other ways to customize the taskbar in Windows 10, such as pinning apps to it or removing the Cortana search box.
They’re all easy ways to get more out of your Windows 10 experience. RELATED: How to Customize the Taskbar in Windows 10 Sure, you can hack Windows and install a custom theme if you really wanted to, or pay for a software package to do it for you. What you might not know is that you can use a silly trick to change the color of the taskbar with no
added software—without changing your window color. What we’ll be doing to perform this awesome trick is changing the color of the wallpaper image… the Taskbar is translucent, right? That’s exactly what makes this trick work. We’ll also quickly walk through the Windows way of doing it, for the beginners in the crowd. Beginner Method: Change Aero Colors
Across the Board Windows 7 actually makes it fairly easy to change the colors of the window borders, start menu, and the taskbar… and while that’s not exactly what we’re talking about, we’ll quickly show the beginners how to do it. Right-click on the background and choose Personalize from the menu… Then at the bottom of the window, choose the Window
Color link. And then you can change the color of the windows, which will also slightly change the color of the taskbar. If you really want the color to change, you uncheck the option for transparency, though it will ruin the whole Aero translucent awesomeness factor. Now that we have that out of the way, let’s move on to the fun part… The Geeky and Fun
Method of Changing the Taskbar Color The secret to changing the taskbar color is to change the desktop wallpaper and add a colored stripe at the bottom right in back of where the taskbar is. For this exercise, we’re going to illustrate with the freeware Paint.Net application, but you could do the same with any image editor. Before we begin, make absolutely
certain that your wallpaper is the same dimensions as your desktop. This won’t work very well otherwise. The easiest way to put a stripe at the bottom of the image is to use the Canvas Size feature to chop off the bottom of the image, and then add it back. You could mess around with the rectangle selection tool if you really wanted to, but most of the time
this will end up being quicker. The Windows 7 taskbar is 48 pixels high in the default mode, though it might be larger depending on which options you have set—you could always take a screenshot and check for yourself. Subtract that 48 pixels from the height of the wallpaper, and make sure that the Anchor is set to the Top and in the middle, as the mouse
pointer in the screenshot below should show. Now simply use the Canvas Size tool again, and set it back to the original size—my desktop is 1920×1200, so this wallpaper is going to work out perfectly for me. At this point you’ll see a white stripe across the bottom of the image, which is perfect for the paint bucket tool. Choose a color, and drop it on there. For
illustration purposes, we’ll use a horribly green color, and then save the image—if you are using Paint.Net, make sure to choose a new filename, because it defaults to the same one! Now go and assign that image as your wallpaper… you’ll see the taskbar has completely changed. This also works especially well when you have a light-colored background as
your wallpaper, and you want a very dark taskbar without making everything dark. And thus we have learned the very stupid geek trick behind changing the Taskbar color. Enjoy! We recently showed you how to change the Windows 7 taskbar color to anything you want without any software running in the background, and now we’ve got an even easier way
for you to do it with a single click. The trick we used in the first article was to add a swipe of color to the bottom of your wallpaper, which then shows through the Aero transparency and makes your taskbar change color without having to change the entire theme. It was simple and fun. Reader Grant Prudlow took the initiative to make the whole process even
easier, and created an application that can automate the whole process—it’s an impressive little application that works perfectly. Using Windows 7 Taskbar Color Changer There’s really not very much to using the application—simply download it, extract it into a folder somewhere, and then launch it. You can choose a color or use the Random button, and
then click the Apply button to change the taskbar color. The color picker is a standard one, and you can choose any color you want. Here’s a green taskbar! Just in case you are worried, the application makes a copy of your wallpaper and puts it into a separate folder. The original wallpaper image is untouched and you can switch back to it anytime. Reverting
Your Taskbar Back to Normal You can quickly revert your taskbar back to normal by just selecting the original wallpaper and setting it as your desktop background again. Which you could also do in Control Panel, or wherever you prefer to set it. Want the wallpaper image I’m using in the screenshot? It’s part of our Starscape wallpaper collection. Rotating
Between Taskbar Colors What Grant might not have anticipated is that since the application stores a copy of each color that you try out, you can open up the Desktop Background panel in Control Panel and select most or all of the different wallpaper copies—each with a separate color that you previously chose. Then Windows 7 will automatically let you
shuffle between all of the wallpaper images on a regular basis, which will actually end up just changing the taskbar color, since it’s the same wallpaper. It’s a rather interesting feature. Watch a Video of it in Action If you’re the type that would rather see it working before you try it out, here’s a short video showing off just how quickly it actually works. There’s no
sound, so you don’t need to bother adjusting your speakers. Download Windows 7 Taskbar Color Changer You can grab your own copy of the application from Grant’s web page, or we’ve also provided a mirror copy just in case his web server can’t handle the load, but you can check out his other utilities as well on his site. Note: If you really like the software,
you could consider donating a few dollars to Grant via the Paypal links on his Home Page Download Windows 7 Taskbar Color Changer from grantman.net Skip to content While many think the new taskbar feature in Windows 7 is a great improvement, others may not want to use it.  Today we take a look at how to get the Vista style taskbar back on Windows
7. The new Windows 7 taskbar does take some getting used to for sure.  However, if you need to get things done on your new OS quickly, you don’t have time to learn how it works. To get the Vista style taskbar back Right-click an open area on the Taskbar and select Properties. The Taskbar and Start Menu Properties windows opens up where you will
want to click the box next to “Use small icons” and select “Combine when taskbar is full” from the drop down next to Taskbar buttons. Now the Taskbar look similar to how it did in Vista.  It doesn’t look exactly the same but has similar functionality. Another tweak is to unpin all programs from the Windows 7 Taskbar.   Then follow The Geek’s tutorial on adding
the Quick Launch Bar in Windows 7 to get a look and feel that is exactly like Vista with the Quick Launch Bar enabled. This should help you out when you are too busy to sit and learn the new Windows 7 Taskbar or simply are not a fan of it. The above article may contain affiliate links, which help support How-To Geek. How-To Geek is where you turn when
you want experts to explain technology. Since we launched in 2006, our articles have been read more than 1 billion times. Want to know more? how to change taskbar transparency
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