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Oedipus Rex as a Prominent Tragedy: “Oedipus Rex”; the tragedy; has been mentioned as one of the best tragedies ever written by Sophocles. Despite of its controversial genre, it gained fame in many countries. The play was translated in many modern languages and performed in the whole world. A reason due to which, “Oedipus Rex” got fame is that it was mentioned in
“Poetics”. Aristotle, Greek philosopher and the author of “Poetics”, mentioned Oedipus Rex as an ideal tragedy. Numerous critics do not consider “Oedipus Rex” as perfect tragedy; they are of the view that if “Oedipus Rex” is judged in Aristotle’s requirements of tragedy even then it cannot be regarded as a Greek tragedy. On the other hand, some critics say that Aristotle rightly
adjudged “Oedipus Rex” and it is a perfect Greek tragedy as per necessities of “Poetics”. Hence, this matter needs consideration and explanation is required to decide the genre of “Oedipus Rex”. Tragedy and its purpose: Two types of genres have been mentioned in “Poetics”, in which one is comedy, whereas second is tragedy. Undoubtedly, “Oedipus Rex” is not a comedy then
definitely it is tragedy but the matter of discussion is that if it is tragedy then why not it fulfills the constraints of a perfect tragedy. Aristotle defined “Tragedy” in his book “Poetics in the following words:- “[tragedy is] the imitation of an action that is serious and also as having magnitude, complete in itself.”Poetics by Aristotle It is not the main purpose of a tragedy. He concludes the
definition in the followings words:- “tragedy effects the catharsis of pity and fear.” Poetics by Aristotle Hence, the main aim of tragedy is the catharsis of pity and fear. Aristotle did not define the word catharsis yet in simple words, it means that when hero’s sufferings shock the audience then audience put its feet in hero’s shoes and shares his feelings with the character. This action
causes the arousal of feelings and emotions of pity and fear. Thus, we call it catharsis. To summarize the definition of tragedy, as mentioned in poetics, we can say that following are the fundamentals of a tragedy:- PlotCharacterDictionThoughtSpectacleSong “Oedipus Rex” as Tragedy in Aristotle’s Eyes: Aristotle referred “Oedipus Rex” as ideal tragedy in his book “Poetics”
because it perfectly is the imitation of an action. It is serious and also effects the catharsis of pity and fear. Moreover, it has magnitude and indeed it is complete in itself; it has a proper beginning, middle and end. Aristotle focused on the plot of “Oedipus Rex” which is the prominent element of a tragedy. To understand the importance of plot, focus on the following statement of
Aristotle:- “Without action there cannot be a tragedy there may be without character”. Poetics by Aristotle Sophocles embroidered the plot of “Oedipus Rex” very skillfully, due to which it became favorite of Aristotle. “Oedipus Rex” starts when people of Thebes are suffering due to an unknown disease. King of Thebes tries to find solution of the problem; that part of the play unveils
different things. Thus, middle of plot is the combination of beginning and its leads the plot towards end. The plot has also a proper end as it has no further event but a tragic finish. Thus, Sophocles masterly knitted every event of plot in this tragedy. Character of “Oedipus Rex” is also favorite of Aristotle; he belongs to the class of kings; his nature is noble; he is good but not perfect;
his hamartia is the reason behind his sufferings; he falls from prosperity to adversity. These requirements of a tragic hero cause the catharsis of pity and fear. As regards the other requirements of tragedy, Sophocles tried his best to knit them perfectly. Hence, there is no denial the fact that “Oedipus Rex” does not go beyond the requirements of tragedy as defined by Aristotle in
“Poetics”. Due to these reasons, he considered “Oedipus Rex” as best Greek tragedy. Modern Critics on “Oedipus Rex as Tragedy”: Modern critics do not agree with Aristotle. They agree that “Oedipus Rex” has a perfect plot but Aristotle ignored that concept of catharsis. Main problem with “Oedipus Rex” is its hero, who seems mere a victim of circumstances. They say that
Oedipus Rex does not suffer due to hamartia. It was the will of gods that Oedipus Rex would kill his father and marry his mother. Oedipus Rex tried his best to escape from his fate but his efforts were useless. When audience watches the downfall of Oedipus Rex it does not shock the audience. It only gets sympathy of the audience which is against the notion of tragedy. Thus,
“Oedipus Rex” does not effect the catharsis of pity and fear. Downfall of Oedipus Rex seems predestined. His hubris is not responsible for his downfall. Gods are responsible for the fall of Oedipus Rex. Aristotle himself has said that the character should suffer because of “hamartia”, “err”, or “frailty”. In case of “Oedipus Rex”, only gods are responsible for his adverse
circumstances, therefore, there is no concept of catharsis in “Oedipus Rex”. On the contrary, some critics, who are fan of Aristotle says that Oedipus Rex suffers due to hubris. His rash judgment, his anger and quick decisions are responsible for his downfall. He definitely has flaw in his character. Thus, gods are less but character is more responsible for his ruination. He could
have saved himself if he did not kill his father. He should have not married a woman who was of his mother’s age. Be that as it may, the concept of gods is ignored. If it is the case, then we may call “Oedipus Rex” as a perfect tragedy. Conclusion: To conclude, Oedipus Rex is a perfect Greek tragedy. In modern days, dramatists and novelists have altered the definition of tragedy
but in those days, people and writers considered Aristotle’s definition of tragedy as best definition. Whether Sophocles followed Aristotle or vice versa but it is true that tragedy was defined in that era. As mentioned earlier, Aristotle did not concentrate on character but plot of tragedy. If character is ignored even then “Oedipus Rex” is considered as a wonderful tragedy (a tragedy is
possible without character – said Aristotle). Hence, the play “Oedipus Rex” belongs to the genre of “Greek Tragedy”. Freud, from The Interpretation of Dreams, ch. 5 The Oedipus Rex is a tragedy of fate; its tragic effect depends on the conflict between the all-powerful will of the gods and the vain efforts of human beings threatened with disaster; resignation to the divine will, and
the perception of one's own impotence is the lesson which the deeply moved spectator is supposed to learn from the tragedy. Modern authors have therefore sought to achieve a similar tragic effect by expressing the same conflict in stories of their own invention. But the playgoers have looked on unmoved at the unavailing efforts of guiltless men to avert the fulfilment of curse or
oracle; the modern tragedies of destiny have failed of their effect. If the Oedipus Rex is capable of moving a modern reader or playgoer no less powerfully than it moved the contemporary Greeks, the only possible explanation is that the effect of the Greek tragedy does not depend upon the conflict between fate and human will, but upon the peculiar nature of the material by which
this conflict is revealed. There must be a voice within us which is prepared to acknowledge the compelling power of fate in the Oedipus, while we are able to condemn the situations occurring in Die Ahnfrau or other tragedies of fate as arbitrary inventions. And there actually is a motive in the story of King Oedipus which explains the verdict of this inner voice. His fate moves us only
because it might have been our own, because the oracle laid upon us before our birth the very curse which rested upon him. It may be that we were all destined to direct our first sexual impulses toward our mothers, and our first impulses of hatred and violence toward our fathers; our dreams convince us that we were. King Oedipus, who slew his father Laius and wedded his
mother Jocasta, is nothing more or less than a wish-fulfilment- the fulfilment of the wish of our childhood. But we, more fortunate than he, in so far as we have not become psychoneurotics, have since our childhood succeeded in withdrawing our sexual impulses from our mothers, and in forgetting our jealousy of our fathers. We recoil from the person for whom this primitive wish of
our childhood has been fulfilled with all the force of the repression which these wishes have undergone in our minds since childhood. As the poet brings the guilt of Oedipus to light by his investigation, he forces us to become aware of our own inner selves, in which the same impulses are still extant, even though they are suppressed. Knowledge is a great weapon used by society
for help, comfort, and most importantly advancement of the human race. Unfortunately, knowledge is often accompanied by sorrow and grief. In the Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex Sophocles shows how Oedipuss thirst for the knowledge of his past leads to his own demise. Knowledge is not just given to the characters in the tragedy. Oedipus, sincerely and seriously, must know it all,
[and] see the truth at last(1169). He also most know the percise truth, what exactly(1130) happened in his past.Oedipus feels that The time has come to reveal this once for all(1153) knowing completely the sorrow the truth may bring. He accepts that there may be grief following the truth shouting Let it burst! Whatever will, whatever must! (1183) knowing that the truth may be
something monstrus(1181). Once Oedipus has been fed a morsel of truth he questions his wife, What – give up now? , with a clue like this? Fail to solve the mystery of my birth? Not for the world! (1162). Oedipus seals his own fate when he ask the chorus Even if god had never urged you on to act, how could you leave the crime uncleansed for so long? 93).Oedipus is not the only
one to quest for knowledge. In the beginning the chorus wants to know Whose ruthless bloody hands have done the work? (530) and Who is the man the voice of god denounces resounding out of the rocky gorge of Delphi? (522). Jocasta, Oedipuss wife and mother, is also inquisitive before her moment of recognition. When a messenger from Oedipus’s birth land comes to
Thebes she ask, What have you come for? Have you brought news? (1021). We, like the characters of Oedipus Rex, are inquisitive even knowing that the truth sometimes can only bring sorrow to us and the ones we love.Almost every piece of information learned in Oedpius Rex leads to more questions or sorrow. When Oedipus learns of the troubles his people are having he
“grievs for the city”(76) , “[weeping] through the nights”(78). At Oedipus’s moment of recognition he exclaims O god – all come true, all burst to light … I stand revealed at last. (1308). As a direct action of his identity and the knowledge of his wife/mother’s death he rips off [his wife’s] brooches … lifting them high, looking strait into the points [and] he digs them into down the sockets
of his eyes yelling ‘ you, you’ll see no more the pain I suffered! .. [and] over and over raising the pins, raking them down his eyes(1411).Let alone the extreme physical pain Oedipus suffered he also had an unspeakable, irreistible headwind(1452) of darkness … swirling around him all atrribitued to his knowledge that he was cursed at birth, cursed in marrige, cursed in the lives [he]
cut down with [his] hands(1310). As Oedipus was not the only person to inquire for knowledge he was also not the only character to suffer from sorrow. Even the community as a whole suffered from sorrow.After hearing about their kings great sorrow the chorus [weeps] like a man who wails the dead and the dirge comes pouring forth will all [its] heart! … and now [Oedipus]
bring[s] down night upon [its] eyes(1350). When Oedipus ask to see the herdsman who will lead to the truth Jocasta screams out “in the name of god, if you love your own life, call of this search! My suffering is enough(1162). As the characters in the tragedy we too suffer from the knowledge we gain from our personal urge to know everything.In Oedipus Rex Sophocles has used
the tragic character, Oedipus, to show us that an acquisition of knowledge must be accompianed by sorrow. We think that we must know it all(1168) no matter the consequences be. Every gain of knowledge in Oedipus has a direct consequence, such the queens moment of recognition and her killing her self. Sophocles shows us that if we are going to advance in life and in
society then we must learn to live ith the marrige of knowledge and sorrow, which in it self is quite sorrowful.To export a reference to this essay please select a referencing style below:Essay Examples. (March 2020). The Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex. Retrieved from Copied to Clipboard.“The Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex.” benjaminbarber.org. 03 2020. 06 2021. < .Reference Copied
to Clipboard.Essay Examples. March 2020. The Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex. [online]. Available from: [Accessed 15 June 2021].Reference Copied to Clipboard.Essay Examples. The Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex [Internet]. March 2020. [Accessed 15 June 2021]; Available from: Copied to Clipboard. If you decide to visit Greece, the birthplace of Drama and Theater, there is no
escaping the rich heritage and culture, evident in every corner of the country. The bright sun and stunning beaches may be a worthwhile temptation, but they don’t take away from the fact that in order for you to truly submerge yourself into Greek tradition, you need to also appreciate its history and cultural incentives.  A big part of Greek tradition, if not the biggest, is Greek
mythology; arguably, the cornerstone of the art of story-telling since ancient times. Don’t miss the chance to dive into the fascinating world of Greek mythology by enjoying at least one ancient drama play during your stay; we promise that by the end of this experience you’ll be thoroughly entertained and nothing short of rich in memories and knowledge!Oedipus Cursing His Son,
Polynices, by Henry Fuseli, 1786, British painting, oil on canvas- credits: Everett - Art/Shutterstock.comNow, for the first time ever, classic drama-lovers, or simply visitors eager to experience Greek culture first-hand, have the opportunity to enjoy a theatrical performance of ancient Greek Drama with English and French overtitles. And not just any drama, but one of the most
controversial pieces of ancient Greek literature that continues to be a topic of analysis and discussion to this day, almost 2,500 after its birth, Oedipus Rex.Oedipus Rex will be staged by ‘Fimonoi’, a professional theatrical group that has the objective of inspiring Greece’s visitors, reserving classic Greek culture and ancient Drama and spreading its reputation across the world. As a
result, ‘Fimonoi Stage’ was established to meet the growing need for cultural tourism, providing visitors with the unique opportunity to enjoy an ancient Greek play in the city the play was born, reminding the world of the role of Ancient Greek Literature in the European culture.Oedipus Rex was written by famous Greek tragedian Sophocles, while the date of the writing remains
unknown. The play tells the famous story of Oedipus who ends up murdering his father and marrying his own mother, fully unaware of the tragic circumstances, proving true an oracle that was given to his father shortly after Oedipus was born.Oedipus Rex is often considered the greatest Greek tragedy, encapsulating masterfully all Greek tragedy elements; it has a likable
protagonist, a sharp climax, expressive, rhythmic literary work, as well as a plethron of meaningful themes; it is without a doubt a drama that has stood the test of time!The production runs from 30 May 2019 till 26 September 2019, every Thursday at 20:30 at Athinais Cultural Center, with a running time of 105 minutes (incl. a 15-minute intermission).For more information, visit:
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